Name: ______________________________
Unit 14-15: Louis XIV and His Wars
MQ: Was Louis XIV a “minister of God to thee for good?”

Part 1: Examine Sources

Introduction: What makes a king a “good king”? What makes any leader a good leader? Is it character? Results? Power? Wealth? Honor? In the sources below, we will examine one of the more famous and influential monarchs of all time: King Louis XIV, the Sun King, and examine whether he was a “minister of God for good”. 
Directions: Read each document carefully and deliberately, answering the questions afterwards as prompted. 
Document 1 – Source: Bishop Jacques Benigne Bossuet, Political Treatise, 1709. Bossuet was a French bishop and theologian, renowned for his sermons and other addresses. He has been considered by many to be one of the most brilliant orators of all time and a masterly French stylist. He was the tutor of Louis XIV’s son, Louis of Burgundy, and wrote this book to provide a manual for a Christian King. 
1. ( Research Author & Context ) Who was Bishop Bossuet? What was the purpose of him writing this book? 

We have already seen that all power is of God. The ruler, adds St. Paul, "is the minister of God to thee for good.” Rulers then act as the ministers of God and as his lieutenants on earth. It is through them that God exercises his empire. Think ye "to withstand the kingdom of the Lord in the hand of the sons of David"? Consequently, as we have seen, the royal throne is not the throne of a man, but the throne of God himself. The Lord "hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel." And again, "Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord."
… Note what is said in Ecclesiasticus: "God has given to every people its ruler, and Israel is manifestly reserved to him." He therefore governs all peoples and gives them their kings, although he governed Israel in a more intimate and obvious manner.
It appears from all this that the person of the king is sacred, and that to attack him in any way is sacrilege… Accordingly God calls Cyrus his anointed. "Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him." Kings should be guarded as holy things, and whosoever neglects to protect them is worthy of death . . .
But kings, although their power comes from on high, as has been said, should not regard themselves as masters of that power to use it at their pleasure ; . . . they must employ it with fear and self-restraint, as a thing coming from God and of which God will demand an account.
Without this absolute authority the king could neither do good nor repress evil. It is necessary that his power be such that no one can hope to escape him, and, finally, the only protection of individuals against the public authority should be their innocence…
God is infinite, God is all. The prince, as prince, is not regarded as a private person: he is a public personage, all the state is in him; the will of all the people is included in his. As all perfection and all strength are united in God, so all the power of individuals is united in the person of the prince. 
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) According to Bossuet, who did the royal throne belong to? 


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) How did Bossuet answer the common counterargument that while Israel was a chosen nation with a chosen king, France is just another regular nation? 



4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What was Bossuet’s warning to kings who have all this power?



5. ( Evaluate the Source ) What was his reasoning as to why a king must have all this absolute authority?



6. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did Bossuet mean by saying “… all the state is in him; the will of all the people is included in his?” How does this connect Louis XIV to the people in a profound way?



Document 2 – Madame de Sevigne's Portrait of Louis and his Court Entertained by the Prince of Conde at Chantilly (1671). In 1671, Louis announced his intentions to pay the noble Condé a visit at his chateau at Chantilly. Such visits were a tool that Louis used to keep his powerful nobles in line, because they were an honor that could not be refused, but they carried with them the staggering burden of having to house, feed and entertain the entire royal court, which included around 600 nobles and several thousand royal ministers and servants. Forcing a noble to drain his financial reserves to host the king left them with less money with which to cause trouble for him, and made them dependent on him for financial favors. Louis gave Condé and Vatel, the noble’s famous pastry chef, barely two weeks to make all the arrangements, and the unfortunate Vatel reportedly got little sleep in that period. Below is a rare insight into the court life Louis XIV cultivated as King. Sevigne was witness to these events.
1. ( Research Author & Context ) Who was Sevigne? What was she attending? Why was this event happening?

An account… of what happened at Chantilly concerning Vatel…
… all was going to perfection. Supper came; the roast failed at one or two tables on account of a number of unexpected guests. This upset Vatel. He said several times, "My honor is lost; this is a humiliation that I cannot endure." To Gourville he said, "My head is swimming; I have not slept for twelve nights; help me to give my orders." Gourville consoled him as best he could, but the roast which had failed, not at the king's, but at the twenty-fifth table, haunted his mind. Gourville told Monsieur le Prince about it, and Monsieur le Prince went up to Vatel in his own room and said to him, "Vatel, all goes well; there never was anything so beautiful as the king's supper." He answered, "Monseigneur, your goodness overwhelms me. I know that the roast failed at two tables." "Nothing of the sort," said Monsieur le Prince. "Do not disturb yourself, all is well."
Midnight comes. The fireworks do not succeed on account of a cloud that overspreads them (they cost sixteen thousand francs). At four o'clock in the morning Vatel is wandering about all over the place. Everything is asleep. He meets a small purveyor with two loads of fish and asks him, "Is this all?" "Yes, sir." The man did not know that Vatel had sent to all the seaport towns in France. Vatel waits some time, but the other purveyors do not arrive; he gets excited; he thinks that there will be no more fish. He finds Gourville and says to him, "Sir, I shall not be able to survive this disgrace." Gourville only laughs at him. Then Vatel goes up to his own room, puts his sword against the door, and runs it through his heart, but only at the third thrust, for he gave himself two wounds which were not mortal. He falls dead.
Meanwhile the fish is coming in from every side, and people are seeking for Vatel to distribute it. They go to his room, they knock, they burst open the door, they find him lying bathed in his blood. They send for Monsieur le Prince, who is in utter despair. Monsieur le Duc bursts into tears; it was upon Vatel that his whole journey to Burgundy depended. Monsieur le Prince informed the king, very sadly; they agreed that it all came from Vatel's having his own code of honor, and they praised his courage highly even while they blamed him. The king said that for five years he had delayed his coming because he knew the extreme trouble his visit would cause. He said to Monsieur le Prince that he ought not to have but two tables and not burden himself with the responsibility for everybody, and that he would not permit Monsieur le Prince to do so again; but it was too late for poor Vatel. Gourville, however, tried to repair the loss of Vatel, and did repair it. The dinner was excellent; so was the luncheon. They supped, they walked, they played, they hunted. The scent of jonquils was everywhere; it was all enchanting. 
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What was the political brilliance of Louis XIV doing these visitations?



3. ( Analyze Other Documents /  Determine the Truth ) Did the court life Louis XIV cultivates here match up with Bishop Bossuet’s description of a just and biblical king? Why or why not? Give at least 2 examples from the text.





Document 3 - Source: Pierre Patel, 1662. Patel was an esteemed artisan of the Bourgeoisie. Patel’s depiction of the Palace of Versailles (outside of Paris) shows how Versailles looked before Louis XIV began enlarging the château. 

[PICTURE IS IN PPT]

DESCRIPTION: The original residence, built from 1631 to 1634, was primarily a hunting lodge and private retreat for Louis XIII (reigned 1610–43) and his family. Under the guidance of Louis XIV, it was transformed into an immense and extravagant complex surrounded by stylized English and French gardens; every detail of its construction glorified the king.  Louis and his court made this the center of government, over 13 miles from Paris. 
 
COST - $2-11 billion dollars today. 
TWO WINGS – Each 150 yards long, main building, 500 yards long, containing 2,000 rooms altogether. 
GARDENS – 15,000 acres of gardens, lawns & woods 
FOUNTAINS – 1,400 fountains. Fountains would be turned on just before the King would walk by them. When Louis left, the servants would turn the water off to conserve it. 

Source: Duke of Saint-Simon, Memoirs, 1691-1709.

Very early in the reign of Louis XIV the Court was removed from Paris, never to return. The troubles of the minority had given him a dislike to that city; his enforced and surreptitious flight from it still rankled in his memory; he did not consider himself safe there, and thought cabals would be more easily detected if the Court was in the country, where the movements and temporary absences of any of its members would be more easily noticed.... No doubt that he was also influenced by the feeling that he would be regarded with greater awe and veneration when no longer exposed every day to the gaze of the multitude. His love-affair with Mademoiselle de la Vallière, which at first was covered as far as possible with a veil of mystery, was the cause of frequent excursions to Versailles…

1. ( Research Author & Context ) What was Versailles originally? What event early in life likely led him to build it?


2. ( Evaluate the Source ) How much did Versailles cost?



3. ( Evaluate the Source ) How many rooms were built at Versailles?



4. ( Evaluate the Source ) How many acres of gardens? Number of fountains?



5. ( Determine the Truth ) In turn, how did this make him a just or unjust king?

Document 4 - Source: Louis de Rouvroy, Duke de Saint-Simon, Memoirs, 1691-1709. Louis de Rouvroy, Duke of Saint-Simon, was born in the shadow of the palace. Son of Claude de Saint-Simon, a favourite of Louis XIII, he was baptised at Versailles in 1677. His godfather was none other than Louis XIV himself, with Queen Maria Theresa of Austria serving as godmother. A regular presence in the court, the writer and historian detailed daily life at Versailles and was a close follower of political developments. He was not held in high esteem by Louis XIV, although he did manage to win back the king’s favour thanks to two private interviews which he obtained in 1710. When the king died in 1715 he became a member of the Regency Council, before retiring to his château de La  Ferté-Vidame. He died in 1755. His memoirs were published in the 1820s by his descendants. 
1. ( Research Author & Context ) Who was Saint Simon, and what is his connection to Louis XIV? How trustworthy or untrustworthy is he as a source on Louis XIV? 

His (Louis XIV) natural talents were below mediocrity; but he had a mind capable of improvement, of receiving polish, of assimilating what was best in the minds of others without slavish imitation; and he profited greatly throughout his life from having associated with the ablest and wittiest persons, of both sexes, and of various stations. He entered the world (if I may use such an expression in speaking of a King who had already completed his twenty-third year), at a fortunate moment, for men of distinction abounded. His Ministers and Generals at this time, with their successors trained in their schools, are universally acknowledged to have been the ablest in Europe; for the domestic troubles and foreign wars under which France had suffered ever since the death of Louis XIII had brought to the front a number of brilliant names, and the Court was made up of capable and illustrious personages.... Glory was his passion, but he also liked order and regularity in all things; he was naturally prudent, moderate, and reserved; always master of his tongue and his emotions. Will it be believed? he was also naturally kind-hearted and just. God had given him all that was necessary for him to be a good King, perhaps also to be a fairly great one. All his faults were produced by his surroundings.
His Ministers, generals, mistresses, and courtiers soon found out his weak point, namely, his love of hearing his own praises. There was nothing he liked so much as flattery, or, to put it more plainly, adulation; the coarser and clumsier it was, the more he relished it. That was the only way to approach him; if he ever took a liking to a man it was invariably due to some lucky stroke of flattery in the first instance, and to indefatigable perseverance in the same line afterwards. His Ministers owed much of their influence to their frequent opportunities for burning incense before him.... 
His mind was occupied with small things rather than with great, and he delighted in all sorts of petty details, such as the dress and drill of his soldiers; and it was just the same with regard to his building operations, his household, and even his cookery. He always thought he could teach something of their own craft even to the most skilful professional men; and they, for their part, used to listen gratefully to lessons which they had long ago learnt by heart. He imagined that all this showed his indefatigable industry; in reality, it was a great waste of time, and his Ministers turned it to good account for their own purposes, as soon as they had learnt the art of managing him; they kept his attention engaged with a mass of details, while they contrived to get their own way in more important matters.
But for the fear of the devil, which, by God's grace, never forsook him even in his wildest excesses, he would have caused himself to be worshipped as a deity. He would not have lacked worshippers....
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What were 5 positive attributes of Louis XIV given to him by Saint-Simon?



3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What were 3 weaknesses of Louis XIV, according to the text?


4. ( Determine the Truth ) In turn, how did this make him a just or unjust king?


Document 5 - Source: Duke de Saint-Simon, Memoirs, 1691-1709.
He loved splendour, magnificence, and profusion in all things, and encouraged similar tastes in his Court; to spend money freely on equipages and buildings, on feasting and at cards, was a sure way to gain his favour, perhaps to obtain the honour of a word from him. Motives of policy had something to do with this; by making expensive habits the fashion, and, for people in a certain position, a necessity, he compelled his courtiers to live beyond their income, and gradually reduced them to depend on his bounty for the means of subsistence. This was a plague which, once introduced, became a scourge to the whole country, for it did not take long to spread to Paris, and thence to the armies and the provinces; so that a man of any position is now estimated entirely according to his expenditure on his table and other luxuries. This folly, sustained by pride and ostentation, has already produced widespread confusion; it threatens to end in nothing short of ruin and a general overthrow.
1. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did Louis XIV encourage the nobility and others at his court to do to please him? How did this reinforce his power? 


2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What were the negative consequences of this move by Louis XIV, according to the author?


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) How could this negatively affect the economy and finances of France?



4. ( Determine the Truth ) In turn, how did this make him a just or unjust king?


Document 6 – Source: Louis XIV, Letter to the Town Officers and People of Marseilles, August 26, 1664.
Considering how advantageous it would be to this realm to reestablish its foreign and domestic commerce, . . . we have resolved to establish a council particularly devoted to commerce, to be held every fortnight in our presence, in which all the interests of merchants and the means conducive to the revival of commerce shall be considered and determined upon, as well as all that which concerns manufactures.
We also inform you that we are setting apart, in the expenses of our state, a million livres each year for the encouragement of manufactures and the increase of navigation, to say nothing of the considerable sums which we cause to be raised to supply the companies of the East and West Indies;
That we are working constantly to abolish all the tolls which are collected on the navigable rivers;
That there has already been expended more than a million livres for the repair of the public highways, to which we shall also devote our constant attention;
That we will assist by money from our royal treasury all those who wish to reestablish old manufactures or to undertake new ones;
That we are giving orders to all our ambassadors or residents at the courts of the princes, our allies, to make, in our name, all proper efforts to cause justice to be rendered in all cases involving our merchants, and to assure for them entire commercial freedom;
That we will comfortably lodge at our court each and every merchant who has business there during all the time that he shall be obliged to remain there, having given orders to the grand marshal of our palace to indicate a proper place for that purpose, which shall be called the House of Commerce; . . .
That all the merchants and traders by sea who purchase vessels, or who build new ones, for traffic or commerce shall receive from us subsidies for each ton of merchandise which they export or import on the said voyages.
1. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is the purpose of the council that was formed, according to the document?

2. ( Evaluate the Source ) Identify 3 ways that Louis XIV helped stimulate the economy through these actions.


3. ( Analyze Other Documents ) Compare Documents 5 and 6. Do you think that Louis XIV helped or hurt the economy of France more? Explain your reasoning.

4. ( Determine the Truth ) In turn, how did this make him a just or unjust king?



Document 7 - Source: Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, October 22, 1685, Louis XIV.
Louis, by the grace of God king of France and Navarre, to all present and to come, greeting: We perceive, with thankful acknowledgment of God's aid, that our endeavors have attained their proposed end, inasmuch as the better and the greater part of our subjects of the said R.P.R. have embraced the Catholic faith. And since by this fact the execution of the Edict of Nantes and of all that has ever been ordained in favor of the said R.P.R (Protestants). has been rendered nugatory, we have determined that we can do nothing better, in order wholly to obliterate the memory of the troubles… to revoke the said Edict of Nantes, with the special articles granted as a sequel to it, as well as all that has since been done in favor of the said religion.
II. We forbid our subjects of the R.P.R. to meet any more for the exercise of the said religion in any place or private house, under any pretext whatever, . . .
III. We likewise forbid all noblemen, of what condition soever, to hold such religious exercises in their houses or fiefs, under penalty to be inflicted upon all our said subjects who shall engage in the said exercises, of imprisonment and confiscation.
lV. We enjoin all ministers of the said R.P.R., who do not choose to become converts and to embrace the Catholic, apostolic, and Roman religion, to leave our kingdom and the territories subject to us within a fortnight of the publication of our present edict…
VII. We forbid private schools for the instruction of children of the said R.P.R.
1. ( Evaluate the Source ) According to the text, why did Louis XIV revoke the Edict of Nantes?



2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What are the three “forbidden” proclamations that the Revocation makes?
3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What are all ministers of the Huguenot movement to do if they will not convert?


4. ( Determine the Truth ) In turn, how did this make him a just or unjust king?


Document H – Source: Duke de Saint-Simon, Memoirs, 1691-1709.
In whatever did not concern what he believed to be his rightful authority and prerogative, he showed a natural kindness of heart and a sense of justice which made one regret the education, the flatteries, the artifice which resulted in preventing him from being his real self except on the rare occasions when he gave way to some natural impulse and showed that, - prerogative aside, which choked and stifled everything, - he loved truth, justice, order, reason, - that he loved even to let himself be vanquished.
Nothing could be regulated with greater exactitude than were his days and hours. In spite of all his variety of places affairs, and amusements, with an almanac and a watch one might tell, three hundred leagues away, exactly what he was doing. . . . Except at Marly, any man could have an opportunity to speak to him five or six times during the day; he listened, and almost always replied, "I will see," in order not to accord or decide anything lightly. Never a reply or a speech that would give pain; patient to the last degree in business and in matters of personal service; completely master of his face, manner, and bearing; never giving way to impatience or anger. If he administered reproof, it was rarely, in few words, and never hastily. He did not lose control of himself ten times in his whole life, and then only with inferior persons, and not more than four or five times seriously.
[bookmark: _30j0zll]It was his vanity, his desire for glory, that led him, soon after the death of the King of Spain, to make that event the pretext for war [referring to the War of Spanish Succession, 1701-1713, whereby France ignited a war with much of Europe in a desire to put a French relative on the empty Spanish throne]; in spite of renunciations so recently made, so carefully stipulated, in the marriage contract. He marched into Flanders; his conquests there were rapid; the passage of the Rhine was admirable; the triple alliance of England, Sweden, and Holland only animated him. In the midst of winter he took Franche-Comte, by restoring which at the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, he preserved his conquests in Flanders. All was flourishing then in the state. Riches everywhere. Colbert had placed the finances, the navy, commerce, manufactures, letters even, upon the highest point; and this age, like that of Augustus, produced in abundance illustrious men of all kinds--even those illustrious only in pleasures.
1. ( Evaluate the Source ) List 3 positive attributes given to Louis XIV. 




2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What were the four things Louis XIV loved?


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) Does Simon see the wars as a good thing or bad thing? Both? Explain. 

4. ( Determine the Truth ) In turn, how did this make him a just or unjust king?
Panegyric/Invective Assignment

Directions: 

Students will work solo or in groups of 2 to create ONE panegyric or invective document of their own, in the style of Procopius, or similar figures we have read from this year. One of the ways Louis XIV maintained support, after all, was documents written that flattered him - and one of the things that ultimately hurt his legacy was documents written against him by the English in particular.  Your job is to write either a panegyric praising Louis XIV as an example of a godly king, or an invective demonizing him as an example of debauchery and godlessness. 

Here are the basic steps:

1. Consider the life of Louis XIV, and what part of his life as king or man that is particularly useful for the purposes of creating your panegyric or invective. 
2. Come up with a logical backstory for your writer. Disgruntled member of the court? Offended member of the Church? Jealous middle child? Hateful Englishman? The trauma is yours.
3. Then, create a basic story idea and outline it in the provided story format. This will give structure for your idea and help keep you on track!
4. Once approved, write out your story in the pattern of an invective or panegyric. It must be at least ½ to ¾ of a page long.
5. You will be graded for each part of the assignment: Proposal, Story Format, Language, Tone, Cleverness.

Appealing to Your Audience 

Keep these ideas in mind as you structure your story, whether it be logical or emotional or both! Note: when structuring your story, it must fit the mores and values of that time. You’re writing in the past, not 21st Century America. 

Appeals to Logic
1. Specific Example
2. Facts or Statistics 
3. Carefully thought out reasoning 

Appeals to Emotion 
1. Personal stories that would please or offend your audience based on their values
2. Emotionally Charged Language
3. Visual Images

Assignment Prep (30 Minutes)

1. Figure?
· ___________________________________	PANEGYRIC  INVECTIVE

2. Who is your writer? What is his background, story, perspective, etc.? Why did he or she love or hate your chosen figure? 
3. What is your basic story idea? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Then, fill out the “beats of your story” in the chart below. Note: You don’t have to use every line, and feel free to write around.  
· Exposition ( the initial events that set the story in motion, the characters involved, the setting)
· Justinian, the Emperor, who lives in the palace. Witnesses, including a devout monk. Theodora, his wife. 
· Rising Action (series of dramatic events that raise the tension of the plot)
· Justinian, who rules day and night from the palace, is said to do something mysterious at night. Some have seen reports of devilish activity. Even a headless emperor. 
· Climax (The “peak” of the story”)
· Monk sees Satan sitting on the throne of the Empire.  
· Falling Action (The immediate fallout of the climax)
· The monk reports. Turns out that Theodora married this man, and knew he was the Devil. 
· Resolution (resolves the overall conflict of the story - or doesn’t actually. Doesn’t have to be a happy ending!)
· Satan rules the empire, and Theodora married him to gain wealth. They live happily ever after, despite the truth being known. 
[image: ]



4.  Now, write out your story in the format below.

Document 1 - Source: ________________________ by ____________________________, written in the year __________________. Background information: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Text: 
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