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Unit 25 - To what extent was Imperialism a helpful and/or damaging practice for Europeans and Natives?

Intro:  The 1800s was the apex of the European imperialist movement. Although Europe had colonized much of the Americas from the 1500s to the 1700s, they had yet to truly subjugate Africa or Asia. However, that all changed in the mid to late 1800s with the advent of more advanced technologies and new intellectual justifications for what came to be called Imperialism. Your job is to measure to what extent Imperialism was a helpful and/or damaging practice for Europeans and Natives.  

Part 1: Examine Sources
Document 1 - Source: The White Man’s Burden, Rudyard Kipling, 1899.  In February 1899, British novelist and poet Rudyard Kipling wrote a poem entitled “The White Man’s Burden: The United States and The Philippine Islands.” In this poem, Kipling urged the U.S. to take up the “burden” of empire, as had Britain and other European nations. Published in the February, 1899 issue of McClure’s Magazine, the poem coincided with the beginning of the Philippine-American War and U.S. Senate ratification of the treaty that placed Puerto Rico, Guam, Cuba, and the Philippines under American control. Theodore Roosevelt, soon to become vice-president and then president, copied the poem and sent it to his friend, Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, commenting that it was “rather poor poetry, but good sense from the expansion point of view.” Not everyone was as favorably impressed as Roosevelt. The racialized notion of the “White Man’s burden” became a euphemism for imperialism, and many anti-imperialists couched their opposition in reaction to the phrase.

Take up the White Man's burden-- 
Send forth the best ye breed-- 
Go bind your sons to exile 
To serve your captives' need; 
To wait in heavy harness, 
On fluttered folk and wild-- 
Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 
Half-devil and half-child. 
  
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
The savage wars of peace-- 
Fill full the mouth of Famine 
And bid the sickness cease; 
And when your goal is nearest 
The end for others sought, 
Watch sloth and heathen Folly 
Bring all your hopes to nought. 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
And reap his old reward: 
The blame of those ye better, 
The hate of those ye guard-- 
The cry of hosts ye humour 
(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:-- 
"Why brought he us from bondage, 
Our loved Egyptian night?" 

1. ( Research Author & Context ) What/why prompted the writing of the poem?


2. ( Evaluate the Source ) Who was Kipling talking to when he says, “Send forth the best ye breed?” 
 


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) Who was Kipling referring to when he said “Your new-caught, sullen peoples, Half-devil and half-child?” How does he view this people?
 
 

4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did Kipling mean when he commanded “Fill full the mouth of Famine, and bid the sickness cease”? 


5. ( Evaluate the Source ) What people/event is Kipling referencing when he says “Why brought he us from bondage, our loved Egyptian night?”?

 

6. ( Evaluate the Source ) With that in mind, when he says “the blame of those ye better, the hate of those ye guard, the cry of hosts ye humour, (ah, slowly!) toward the light”, who are the people who would be blaming the imperialists, hate them, and cry to them as the imperialists brought them“toward the light? 
 

 
7. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does the title “The White Man’s Burden” mean? 


8. ( Determine the Truth )How can this document be used to argue imperialism was helpful or harmful to Europeans and Natives?

 
Document 2 - Source: On French Colonial Expansion, by Jules Ferry, French prime minister from 1880-81, 1883-1885. 

1. ( Research Author & Context ) Who was the author/his position?


Gentlemen, we must speak more loudly and more honestly! We must say openly that indeed the higher races have a right over the lower races ....

I repeat, that the superior races have a right because they have a duty. They have the duty to civilize the inferior races .... In the history of earlier centuries these duties, gentlemen, have often been misunderstood; and certainly when the Spanish soldiers and explorers introduced slavery into Central America, they did not fulfill their duty as men of a higher race .... But, in our time, I maintain that European nations acquit themselves with generosity, with grandeur, and with sincerity of this superior civilizing duty.

I say that French colonial policy, the policy of colonial expansion, the policy that has taken us under the Empire [the Second Empire, of Napoleon 1111, to Saigon, to Indochina [Vietnam], that has led us to Tunisia, to Madagascar-I say that this policy of colonial expansion was inspired by... the fact that a navy such as ours cannot do without safe harbors, defenses, supply centers on the high seas .... Are you unaware of this? Look at a map of the world.

2. ( Evaluate the Source ) Who are the higher races Ferry refers to? Who are the lower races? 



3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is the duty of the higher race? How did the Spanish in the past fail in their duty?



4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What has inspired French colonial expansion, according to the last paragraph?



5. ( Determine the Truth ) How can this document be used to argue imperialism was helpful or harmful to Europeans and Natives?



Document 3 - Source: Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany, Speech, 1901. This speech was given after Germany had acquired colonies in South Africa and also parts of Southeast Asia. Famously, Britain reacted quite negatively, fearing German competition on the seas. 

1. ( Research Author & Context )  In what context was this speech given? 

In spite of the fact that we have no such fleet as we should have, we have conquered for ourselves a place in the sun. It will now be my task to see to it that this place in the sun shall remain our undisputed possession, in order that the sun's rays may fall fruitfully upon our activity and trade in foreign parts, that our industry and agriculture may develop within the state and our sailing sports upon the water, for our future lies upon the water. The more Germans go out upon the waters, whether it be in races or regattas, whether it be in journeys across the ocean, or in the service of the battle flag, so much the better it will be for us. 
 
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does the phrase “place in the sun” mean? 
 

3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did the Kaiser believe would be needed to be done to remain in the sun? 
 

4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What country would he be directly competing with and thereby threaten by going “… out upon the waters?” 



5. ( Determine the Truth ) How can this document be used to argue imperialism was helpful or harmful to Europeans and Natives?



Document 4 - Source: Britain’s Imperial Destiny, Wilfred Scawen Blunt, 1896-1899. Blunt was a famous British poet in the late 1800s. His journals offer a contrarian insight to European imperialism. 

22nd Dec., 1900. The old century is very nearly out, and leaves the world in a pretty pass, and the British Empire is playing the devil in it as never an empire before on so large a scale. We may live to see its fall. All the nations of Europe are making the same hell upon earth in China, massacring and pillaging and raping in the captured cities as outrageously as in the Middle Ages. The Emperor of Germany gives the word for slaughter and the Pope looks on and approves. In South Africa our troops are burning farms under Kitchener's command, and the Queen and the two houses of Parliament, and the bench of bishops thank God publicly and vote money for the work. The Americans are spending fifty millions a year on slaughtering the Filipinos; the King of the Belgians has invested his whole fortune on the Congo, where he is brutalizing the Negroes to fill his pockets. The French and Italians for the moment are playing a less prominent part in the slaughter, but their inactivity grieves them. The whole white race is reveling openly in violence, as though it had never pretended to be Christian. God's equal curse be on them all! So ends the famous nineteenth century into which we were so proud to have been born....

1. ( Evaluate the Source ) What are at least three evil activities by Western nations in the eyes of Blunt?


2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is Blunt’s religious critique? 



3. ( Determine the Truth ) How can this document be used to argue imperialism was helpful or harmful to Europeans and Natives?

Document 5 - Source: The Benefits of British Rule, Dadabhai Naoroji, 1871. Naoroji was an Indian scholar and political who was a member of the Liberal Party in Parliament in the U.K. He was the first Asian to be a British representative. He is known as the “Grand Old Man of India” affectionately in his own country. 

1. ( Research Author & Context ) Who is Naoroji? How might his position have affected, positively or negatively, his letter?



2. ( Evaluate the Source ) According to Naoroji, what were the benefits of British rule?



3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What were the drawbacks? 



4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does Naoroji mean by “knife of sugar”?



5. ( Determine the Truth ) How can this document be used to argue imperialism was helpful or harmful to Europeans and Natives?


The Benefits of British Rule for India:

In the Cause of Humanity: Abolition of suttee and infanticide. Destruction of Dacoits, Thugs, Pindarees, and other such pests of Indian society. Allowing remarriage of Hindu widows, and charitable aid in time of famine. Glorious work all this, of which any nation may well be proud, and such as has not fallen to the lot of any people in the history of mankind.

In the Cause of Civilization: Education, both male and female. Though yet only partial, an inestimable blessing as far as it has gone, and leading gradually to the destruction of superstition, and many moral and social evils. Resuscitation of India's own noble literature, modified and refined by the enlightenment of the West.

Politically: Peace and order. Freedom of speech and liberty of the press. Higher political knowledge and aspirations. Improvement of government in the native states. Security of life and property. Freedom from oppression caused by the caprice or greed of despotic rulers, and from devastation by war. Equal justice between man and man (sometimes vitiated by partiality to Europeans). Services of highly educated administrators, who have achieved the above-mentioned results.

Materially: Loans for railways and irrigation. Development of a few valuable products, such as indigo, tea, coffee, silk, etc. Increase of exports. Telegraphs.

Generally: A slowly growing desire of late to treat India equitably, and as a country held in trust. Good intentions. No nation on the face of the earth has ever had the opportunity of achieving such a glorious work as this. I hope in the credit side of the account I have done no injustice, and if I have omitted any item which anyone may think of importance, I shall have the greatest pleasure in inserting it. I appreciate, and so do my countrymen, what England has done for India, and I know that it is only in British hands that her regeneration can be accomplished. Now for the debit side.

The Detriments of British Rule:

In the Cause of Humanity: Nothing. Everything, therefore, is in your favor under this heading.

In the Cause of Civilization: As I have said already, there has been a failure to do as much as might have been done, but I put nothing to the debit. Much has been done, though.

Politically: Repeated breach of pledges to give the natives a fair and reasonable share in the higher administration of their own country, which has much shaken confidence in the good faith of the British word. Political aspirations and the legitimate claim to have a reasonable voice in the legislation and the imposition and disbursement of taxes, met to a very slight degree, thus treating the natives of India not as British subjects, in whom representation is a birthright. Consequent on the above, an utter disregard of the feelings and views of the natives. The great moral evil of the drain of wisdom and practical administration, leaving none to guide the rising generation.

Financially: All attention is engrossed in devising new modes of taxation, without any adequate effort to increase the means of the people to pay; and the consequent vexation and oppressiveness of the taxes imposed, imperial and local. Inequitable financial relations between England and India, i.e., the political debt of 100,000,000 clapped on India's shoulders, and all home charges also, though the British Exchequer contributes nearly 3,000,000 to the expense of the colonies.

Materially: The political drain, up to this time, from India to England, of above, 500,000,000, at the lowest computation, in principal alone, which with interest would be some thousands of millions. The further continuation of this drain at the rate, at present, of above, 12,000,000 per annum, with a tendency to increase. The consequent continuous impoverishment and exhaustion of the country, except so far as it has been very partially relieved and replenished by the railway and irrigation loans, and the windfall of the consequences of the American war, since 1850. Even with this relief, the material condition of India is such that the great mass of the poor have hardly tuppence a day and a few rags, or a scanty subsistence. The famines that were in their power to prevent, if they had done their duty, as a good and intelligent government. The policy adopted during the last fifteen years of building railways, irrigation works, etc., is hopeful, has already resulted in much good to your credit, and if persevered in, gratitude and contentment will follow. An increase of exports without adequate compensation; loss of manufacturing industry and skill. Here I end the debit side.

Summary: To sum up the whole, the British rule has been: morally, a great blessing; politically, peace and order on one hand, blunders on the other; materially, impoverishment, relieved as far as the railway and other loans go. The natives call the British system "Sakar ki Churi," the knife of sugar. That is to say, there is no oppression, it is all smooth and sweet, but it is the knife, notwithstanding. I mention this that you should know these feelings. Our great misfortune is that you do not know our wants. When you will know our real wishes, I have not the least doubt that you would do justice. The genius and spirit of the British people is fair play and justice.



Document 6 - Source: Imperialism, The Highest State of Capitalism, Vladimir Lenin. 1916. Below is an excerpt from the founder of the first Communist government in the world (the Soviet Union). His views on imperialism, and its reason for existence, are contained below. 
 
… In order to finish with the question of the division of the world, we must make the following additional observation. This question was raised quite openly and definitely not only in American literature after the Spanish-American War, and in English literature after the Anglo-Boer War, at the very end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth; not only has German literature, which has "most jealously" watched "British imperialism," systematically given its appraisal of this fact; it has also been raised in French bourgeois literature in terms as wide and definite as they can be made from the bourgeois point of view. We will quote Driault, the historian, who, in his book, Political and Social Problems at the End of the Nineteenth Century, in the chapter "The Great Powers and the Division of the World," wrote the following: "During the past few years, all the free territory of the globe, with the exception of China, has been occupied by the powers of Europe and North America. Several conflicts and displacements of influence have already occurred over this matter, which foreshadow more terrible upheavals in the near future. For it is necessary to make haste. The nations which have not yet made provision for themselves run the risk of never receiving their share and never participating in the tremendous exploitation of the globe which will be one of the most essential features of the next century" (i.e., the twentieth). "That is why all Europe and America have lately been afflicted with the fever of colonial expansion, of 'imperialism,' that most noteworthy feature of the end of the nineteenth century." 
 
1. ( Evaluate the Source ) For Lenin, what was the main motivating factor for countries to begin imperializing? 
 

 
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What country “most jealously watched” British imperialism?  



3. ( Determine the Truth ) How can this document be used to argue imperialism was helpful or harmful to Europeans and Natives?



Document 7 - Source: Letter to Queen Victoria, Commissioner Lin, 1839. Commissioner Lin, a Chinese delegate, wrote this letter criticizing the British practice of selling opium to Chinese citizens.

… during the commercial intercourse which has existed so long, among the numerous foreign merchants resorting hither, are wheat and tares, good and bad; and of these latter are some, who, by means of introducing opium by stealth, have seduced our Chinese people, and caused every province of the land to overflow with that poison. These then know merely to advantage themselves, they care not about injuring others! This is a principle which heaven's Providence repugnates; and which mankind conjointly look upon with abhorrence! Moreover, the great emperor hearing of it, actually quivered with indignation, and especially dispatched me, the commissioner, to Canton, that in conjunction with the viceroy and lieut.-governor of the province, means might be taken for its suppression!

[Note: Opium is a highly addictive narcotic taken from the poppy plant. It is the source for many narcotics, including morphine, codeine, and heroin. Often it is smoked, and it produces mental euphoria, followed by relaxation and the relief of physical pain. It is similar to the highly addictive high of heroin. Taken from the DEA.]

… the foreigners harbor such destructive intentions in their hearts, we yet positively assert that from their inordinate thirst after gain, they are perfectly careless about the injuries they inflict upon us! And such being the case, we should like to ask what has become of that conscience which heaven has implanted in the breasts of all men?

We have heard that in your own country opium is prohibited with the utmost strictness and severity:---this is a strong proof that you know full well how hurtful it is to mankind. Since then you do not permit it to injure your own country, you ought not to have the injurious drug transferred to another country, and above all others, how much less to the Inner Land! Of the products which China exports to your foreign countries, there is not one which is not beneficial to mankind in some shape or other. 

There are those which serve for food, those which are useful, and those which are calculated for re-sale; but all are beneficial. Has China (we should like to ask) ever yet sent forth a noxious article from its soil? Not to speak of our tea and rhubarb, things which your foreign countries could not exist a single day without, if we of the Central Land were to grudge you what is beneficial, and not to compassionate your wants, then wherewithal could you foreigners manage to exist? And further, as regards your woolens, camlets, and longells, were it not that you get supplied with our native raw silk, you could not get these manufactured! If China were to grudge you those things which yield a profit, how could you foreigners scheme after any profit at all? Our other articles of food, such as sugar, ginger, cinnamon, &c., and our other articles for use, such as silk piece-goods, chinaware, &c., are all so many necessaries of life to you; how can we reckon up their number! On the other hand, the things that come from your foreign countries are only calculated to make presents of, or serve for mere amusement. It is quite the same to us if we have them, or if we have them not. If then these are of no material consequence to us of the Inner Land, what difficulty would there be in prohibiting and shutting our market against them? It is only that our heavenly dynasty most freely permits you to take off her tea, silk, and other commodities, and convey them for consumption everywhere, without the slightest stint or grudge, for no other reason, but that where a profit exists, we wish that it be diffused abroad for the benefit of all the earth!

Let your highness immediately, upon the receipt of this communication, inform us promptly of the state of matters, and of the measure you are pursuing utterly to put a stop to the opium evil. Please let your reply be speedy. Do not on any account make excuses or procrastinate. A most important communication.

1. ( Evaluate the Source ) Why is Commissioner Lin writing to Queen Victoria? What is the detrimental product detested by the Chinese?



2. ( Evaluate the Source ) How might this be detrimental to Chinese society? 




3. ( Evaluate the Source ) Why would the British ban it in their own society?




4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What beneficial products did China supply to Great Britain?  Why would Lin bring this up?



5. ( Determine the Truth ) How can this document be used to argue imperialism was helpful or harmful to Europeans and Natives?





Document 8 - Source: The Serampore Form of Agreement, written by the members of the Serampore Mission in India, 1805. Below is an excerpt from the mission statement of William Carey, John Marshman, and other missionaries. Their methodology would be influential in some corners of the Protestant missionary movement in their time.  

1.  ( Research Author & Context ) Who are the authors?

FORM OF AGREEMENT. Respecting the great principles upon which the brethern of the Mission at Serampore, think it their duty to act in the world. 
I. In order to be prepared for our great and solemn work, it is absolutely necessary that we set an infinite value upon immortal souls; that we often endeavour to affect our minds with the dreadful loss sustained by an unconverted soul launched into eternity… He who raised the sottish and brutalised Britons to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, can raise these slaves of superstition, purify their hearts by faith, and make them worshippers of the one God in spirit and in truth. 
II. It is very important that we should gain all the information we can of the snares and delusions in which these heathens are held. By this means we shall be able to converse with them in an intelligible manner. To know their mode of thinking… is of the highest consequence, if we would gain their attention to our discourse, and would avoid being barbarians to them. This knowledge may be easily obtained by conversing with sensible natives, by reading some parts of their works, and by attentively observing their manners and customs. 
III. It is necessary, in our intercourse with the Indians, that as far as we are able to abstain from those things which would increase their prejudices against the gospel. Those parts of English manners which are most offensive…  
IV. In preaching to the heathen, we must keep to the: example of Paul, and make the great subject of our preaching Christ crucified… 
VI. It is absolutely necessary that the natives should have an entire confidence in us, and feel quite at home in our company… We ought to be easy of access, to condescend to them as much as possible, and on all occasions to treat them as our equals. 
VIII. Another part of our work is the forming our native brethren to usefulness, fostering every kind of genius, and cherishing every gift and grace in them. In this respect we can scarcely be to lavish of our attention to their improvement. It is only by means of native preachers that we can hope for the universal spread of the gospel throughout this immense continent. 
Finally: Let us give ourselves up unreservedly to this glorious cause. Let us never think that our time, our gifts, our strength, our families, or even the clothes we wear, are our own. Let Us sanctify them all to God and his cause. 
To keep these ideas alive in our minds, we resolve that this agreement should be read publicly, at every station, at our three annual meetings, viz. on the first Lord's day in January, in May, and October. Mission House, Serampore.  
SIGNED: William Carey, Joshua Marshman, William Ward, John Chamberlain, Richard Mardon, John Biss, William Moore, Joshua Rowe, Felix Carey.  
 
2. (Understanding Text) What must the missionaries first do to be prepared for their work? 


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) Did the missionaries see Indians as their lesser or their equals? Explan 


4. ( Evaluate the Source ) How did the missionaries approach Indian culture?  


5. ( Evaluate the Source ) Who do they believe ultimately will be the ones to carry the Gospel throughout the “immense continent”? 



6. ( Determine the Truth ) How can this document be used to argue imperialism was helpful or harmful to Europeans and Natives?




Document 9 - Source: Captain F.D. Lugard: The Rise of Our East African Empire, 1893. Below is an excerpt from a famous British captain, mercenary, explorer, and later Governor of Hong Kong. Keep in mind the Serampore Form of Agreement as you read.  

1. ( Research Author & Context )  Who was Lugard? 


… One word as regards missionaries themselves. The essential point in dealing with Africans is to establish a respect for the European. Upon this---the prestige of the white man---depends his influence, often his very existence, in Africa. If he shows by his surroundings, by his assumption of superiority, that he is far above the native, he will be respected, and his influence will be proportionate to the superiority he assumes and bears out by his higher accomplishments and mode of life. In my opinion---at any rate with reference to Africa---it is the greatest possible mistake to suppose that a European can acquire a greater influence by adopting the mode of life of the natives. In effect, it is to lower himself to their plane, instead of elevating them to his. The sacrifice involved is wholly unappreciated, and the motive would be held by the savage to be poverty and lack of social status in his own country. The whole influence of the European in Africa is gained by this assertion of a superiority which commands the respect and excites the emulation of the savage. To forego this vantage ground is to lose influence for good. I may add, that the loss of prestige consequent on what I should term the humiliation of the European affects not merely the missionary himself, but is subversive of all efforts for secular administration, and may even invite insult, which may lead to disaster and bloodshed. To maintain it a missionary must, above all things, be a gentleman; for no one is more quick to recognize a real gentleman than the African savage. He must at all times assert himself, and repel an insolent familiarity, which is a thing entirely apart from friendship born of respect and affection. His dwelling house should be as superior to those of the natives as he is himself superior to them. And this, while adding to his prestige and influence, will simultaneously promote his own health and energy, and so save money spent on invalidings to England, and replacements due to sickness or death..... 
I am convinced that the indiscriminate application of such precepts as those contained in the words to turn the other cheek also to the smiter, and to be the servant of all men, is to wholly misunderstand and misapply the teaching of Christ. The African holds the position of a late-born child in the family of nations, and must as yet be schooled in the discipline of the nursery. He is neither the intelligent ideal crying out for instruction, and capable of appreciating the subtle beauties of Christian forbearance and self-sacrifice, which some well-meaning missionary literature would lead us to suppose, nor yet, on the other hand, is he universally a rampant cannibal, predestined by Providence to the yoke of the slave, and fitted for nothing better, as I have elsewhere seen him depicted. 
 
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) Did Lugard believe missionaries should adapt to the local culture, or stand above it? 
 

 
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) In his eyes, were Europeans equal or superior to the natives? 
 


 
3. ( Evaluate the Source ) For Lugard, why did he believe European missionaries should live in the way he advocated? 
 
 
 


 
4. ( Analyze Other Documents ) Compare the Serampore Form of Agreement, and Lugard’s writing here. How are they different?  




5. ( Determine the Truth ) How can this document be used to argue imperialism was helpful or harmful to Europeans and Natives?









Part 2: Thesis & Response - Determine the Truth
MQ: To what extent was Imperialism a helpful and/or damaging practice for Europeans and Natives?

Instructions: Below include a 1-2 sentence thesis that answers both historical questions above. This thesis must consist of a historical claim and points. Then, include a 6-8 sentence paragraph (with doc/selection references, at least FOUR) that expounds on your thesis. 

Thesis:





Response: 

