Name: _______________________________

Unit 2 - The Renaissance
MQ: How did the Renaissance change man’s view of himself?

Directions: Read each document carefully and deliberately, answering the questions afterwards as prompted. Answers will be graded based on completion and accuracy.   

Document 1 - Source: The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis, written between 1418-1472. Imitation was a handbook written to explain how to live a spiritual and righteous life. Kempis was part of the Devotion Moderna movement, which called for Christians in the chaos of that age to return to apostolic/Early Church values of humility, material simplicity, and social service. It is to this day the most widely read Christian devotional book, only behind the Bible. It also serves as a contrast to the Renaissance values which were becoming more popular at the time. 

1. ( Research Author & Context ) Who was Thomas Kempis? What was his and his movement’s goals?


IMITATING CHRIST AND DESPISING ALL VANITIES ON EARTH

HE who follows Me, walks not in darkness," says the Lord. (John 8:12)By these words of Christ we are advised to imitate His life and habits, if we wish to be truly enlightened and free from all blindness of heart. Let our chief effort; therefore, be to study the life of Jesus Christ. 
The teaching of Christ is more excellent than all the advice of the saints, and he who has His spirit will find in it a hidden manna. Now, there are many who hear the Gospel often but care little for it because they have not the spirit of Christ. Yet whoever wishes to understand fully the words of Christ must try to pattern his whole life on that of Christ. 
What good does it do to speak learnedly about the Trinity if, lacking humility, you displease the Trinity? Indeed it is not learning that makes a man holy and just, but a virtuous life makes him pleasing to God. I would rather feel contrition than know how to define it. For what would it profit us to know the whole Bible by heart and the principles of all the philosophers if we live without grace and the love of God? Vanity of vanities and all is vanity, except to love God and serve Him alone. 
This is the greatest wisdom -- to seek the kingdom of heaven through contempt of the world. It is vanity, therefore, to seek and trust in riches that perish. It is vanity also to court honor and to be puffed up with pride. It is vanity to follow the lusts of the body and to desire things for which severe punishment later must come. It is vanity to wish for long life and to care little about a well-spent life. It is vanity to be concerned with the present only and not to make provision for things to come. It is vanity to love what passes quickly and not to look ahead where eternal joy abides. 
Often recall the proverb: "The eye is not satisfied with seeing nor the ear filled with hearing." (Ecc. 1:8) Try, moreover, to turn your heart from the love of things visible and bring yourself to things invisible. For they who follow their own evil passions stain their consciences and lose the grace of God.
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) According to paragraph 1, what was the chief effort of a Christian to be? 


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) According to paragraph 2, how did someone come to fully understand the words of Christ?


4. ( Evaluate the Source ) According to paragraph 3, what is the view of philosophy & reason versus virtue?  



5. ( Evaluate the Source ) According to paragraph 4, what was the greatest wisdom? 
 


6. ( Determine the Truth ) With this text in mind, how would you describe the medieval Christian view of man? 




Document 2 - Source: Oration on the Dignity of Man (title given later, not by Mirandola) by Giovannia Pico della Mirandola, 1486. Pico, one of the best known philosophers of the Renaissance was 23 years old when he proposed to defend his 900(!) theses on religion, philosophy, physics, and magic against any scholar and cleric in the world in the city of Rome. Pico, a child prodigy, had spent his early years studying numerous philosophies and religions, from Aristotelianism, Platonism, Neoplatonism, Judaism, Jewish Kabbalah (a magical, mystical movement) Islam, Christianity, amongst others. His goal, ultimately, was to find a way to synthesize all systems of knowledge into one coherent order to support Christianity.  Below is his announcement of this debate, which demonstrates the popular view of man during the Renaissance. His 900 Theses would be ultimately banned, being the first printed book ever banned by the Roman Catholic Church.

1. ( Research Author & Context ) What was Mirandola attempting to do? 

Most esteemed Fathers, I have read in the ancient writings of the Arabians that Abdala the Saracen on being asked what, on this stage, so to say, of the world, seemed to him most evocative of wonder. He replied that there was nothing to be seen more marvelous than man. And that celebrated exclamation of Hermes Trismegistus, ``What a great miracle is man, Asclepius,'' confirms this opinion.
And still, as I reflected upon the basis assigned for these estimations, I was not fully persuaded by the diverse reasons advanced for the pre-eminence of human nature; that man is the intermediary between creatures, that he is the familiar of the gods above him as he is the lord of the beings beneath him; that, by the acuteness of his senses, the inquiry of his reason and the light of his intelligence, he is the interpreter of nature, set midway between the timeless unchanging and the flux of time; the living union (as the Persians say), the very marriage hymn of the world, and, by David's testimony but little lower than the angels. 
These reasons are all, without question, of great weight. Nevertheless, they do not touch the principal reasons, those, that is to say, which justify man's unique right for such unbounded admiration. Why, I asked, should we not admire the angels themselves and the beatific choirs more? At long last, however, I feel that I have come to some understanding of why man is the most fortunate of living things and, consequently, deserving of all admiration; of what may be the condition in the hierarchy of beings assigned to him, which draws upon him the envy, not of the brutes alone, but of the astral beings and of the very intelligences which dwell beyond the confines of the world. A thing surpassing belief and smiting the soul with wonder. Still, how could it be otherwise? For it is on this ground that man is, with complete justice, considered and called a great miracle and a being worthy of all admiration.
Hear then, oh Fathers, precisely what this condition of man is; and in the name of your humanity, grant me your benign audition as I pursue this theme.
God the Father, the Mightiest Architect, had already raised, according to the precepts of His hidden wisdom, this world we see, the cosmic dwelling of divinity, a temple most august. He had already adorned the supercelestial region with Intelligences, infused the heavenly globes with the life of immortal souls and set the fermenting dung-heap of the inferior world teeming with every form of animal life. But when this work was done, the Divine Artificer still longed for some creature which might comprehend the meaning of so vast an achievement, which might be moved with love at its beauty and smitten with awe at its grandeur. When, consequently, all else had been completed (as both Moses and Timaeus testify), in the very last place, He bethought Himself of bringing forth man…. 
… the Supreme Maker decreed that this creature, to whom He could give nothing wholly his own, should have a share in the particular endowment of every other creature. Taking man, therefore, this creature of indeterminate image, He set him in the middle of the world and thus spoke to him:
``... O Adam… I have placed you at the very center of the world, so that from that vantage point you may with greater ease glance round about you on all that the world contains. We have made you a creature neither of heaven nor of earth, neither mortal nor immortal, in order that you may, as the free and proud shaper of your own being, fashion yourself in the form you may prefer. It will be in your power to descend to the lower, brutish forms of life; you will be able, through your own decision, to rise again to the superior orders whose life is divine.''
Oh unsurpassed generosity of God the Father, Oh wondrous and unsurpassable felicity of man, to whom it is granted to have what he chooses, to be what he wills to be!
… But upon man, at the moment of his creation, God bestowed seeds pregnant with all possibilities, the germs of every form of life. Whichever of these a man shall cultivate, the same will mature and bear fruit in him. If vegetative, he will become a plant; if sensual, he will become brutish; if rational, he will reveal himself a heavenly being; if intellectual, he will be an angel and the son of God. And if, dissatisfied with the lot of all creatures, he should recollect himself into the center of his own unity, he will there become one spirit with God, in the solitary darkness of the Father, Who is set above all things, himself transcend all creatures.
But what is the purpose of all this? That we may understand -- since we have been born into this condition of being what we choose to be -- that we ought to be sure above all else that it may never be said against us that, born to a high position, we failed to appreciate it, but fell instead to the estate of brutes and uncomprehending beasts of burden; and that the saying of Aspah the Prophet, ``You are all Gods and sons of the Most High,'' (Psalm 82) might rather be true…
There, as the sacred mysteries tell us, the Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones occupy the first places; but, unable to yield to them, and impatient of any second place, let us emulate their dignity and glory. And, if we will it, we shall be inferior to them in nothing.

2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did Mirandola believe made mankind special?


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) Through what methods did Mirandola believe mankind could rise above their station? What was the ultimate end goal?


4. ( Analyze Other Documents ) How does this text differ/disagree with Document 1?


5. ( Determine the Truth ) With this text in mind, how did the Renaissance change man’s view of himself?



Document 3 - Source: Lust Sonnets, Pietro Aretino, 1526. Pietro Aretino was an Italian writer, poet, and artist who was infamous for his sensational writings and intense imitation of Graeco-Roman values. The Lust Sonnets were a series of provocative sonnets that accompanied graphic art scenes by another artist in a multimedia crossover. This got him banned from Rome, and several other cities.

Narcissus
Narcissus was a very silly boy:
He looked into a pool and fell in love
With his own image; I am not above
Narcissus’ folly, as my glances toy
With what my lips would like well to enjoy:

For this is what I live for, if you’d know —
Dearest, the mystery is solved at last;
I’ll whisper it, before I turn to dust.
Lie still and listen till your blood runs slow,
Till flowers are withered, ecstasy is past;
And then, too late! you’ll know the answer: Lust.

1. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is the purpose of mortal love for Pietro?



2. ( Evaluate the Source ) How is this influenced by classical culture? 



3. ( Analyze Other Documents ) How is this different from Petrarch in Document 2?

4. ( Analyze Other Documents ) How does this text differ/disagree with Document 1?

5. ( Determine the Truth ) With this text in mind, how did the Renaissance change man’s view of himself?




Document 4 - Source: The Prince, Niccolo Machiavelli, 1513. Niccolo Machiavelli, a diplomat in the pay of the Republic of Florence, wrote The Prince in 1513 after the overthrow of the Republic forced him into exile. It is widely regarded as one of the basic texts of Western political science, and represents a basic change in the attitude and image of government.
 
1. ( Research Author & Context ) Who was Machiavelli? What do you expect will influence Machiavelli’s political thinking? 


Concerning the Way in Which Princes Should Keep Faith

Everyone admits how praiseworthy it is in a prince to keep faith, and to live with integrity and not with craft. Nevertheless our experience has been that those princes who have done great things have held good faith of little account, and have known how to circumvent the intellect of men by craft, and in the end have overcome those who have relied on their word. 

… a wise lord cannot, nor ought he to, keep faith when such observance may be turned against him, and when the reasons that caused him to pledge it exist no longer. If men were entirely good this precept would not hold, but because they are bad, and will not keep faith with you, you too are not bound to observe it with them… But it is necessary to… be a great pretender and dissembler; and men are so simple, and so subject to present necessities, that he who seeks to deceive will always find someone who will allow himself to be deceived. 
Therefore it is unnecessary for a prince to have good qualities I have enumerated, but it is very necessary to appear to have them. And I shall dare to say this also, that to have them and always to observe them is injurious, and that to appear to have them is useful; to appear merciful, faithful, humane, religious, upright, and to be so, but with a mind so framed that should you require not to be so, you may be able and know how to change to the opposite. 

2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is Machiavell’s argument? His reasoning for his argument?




3. ( Evaluate the Source ) Is Machiavelli wrong? Explain why or why not. 




4. ( Analyze Other Documents ) Is Machiavelli more similar to Petrarch or Pietro in his thinking?


5. ( Analyze Other Documents ) How does this text differ/disagree with Document 1?



6. ( Determine the Truth ) With this text in mind, how did the Renaissance change man’s view of himself?




Document 5 - Source: La Velata (Woman with the Veil), by Raphael, 1515. Madonna Enthroned Between Two Angels by Duccio di Buoninsegna, late 13th Century. 

1. ( Research Author & Context ) Consider the dates. How might that affect the depiction of the art?


2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does the painting on the left depict? The right?



3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does the painting on the right communicate about the culture of that time? Painting on the left?





4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is the purpose of painting for the culture of the left? The right?




5. ( Determine the Truth ) With this art in mind, how did the Renaissance change man’s view of himself?














Conclusion - Historical Cartoon 
MQ:  How did the Renaissance change man’s view of himself?

Instructions: Students will work in groups (2-3 each) and answer the main question of the packet by drawing two different cartoons - the two cartoons must show how the Renaissance changed man’s view of himself. A suggestion is to have one cartoon depict the medieval view of man, and then show how the Renaissance changed that - but, other creative ideas are encouraged!

1. This should be done on at least one blank piece of copy paper. One side of a page per cartoon. 
2. Each cartoon, in turn, must reference the documents you are using as inspiration or as your source(s). A minimum of 3 documents must be used in total. 
3. It must be colored and creatively drawn. I understand if you can’t draw a Mona Lisa, but you can have creative ideas.
4. Each cartoon must have a title. Each cartoon must be historically accurate and not misrepresent the subject or period. (If you are drawing for obvious comedic or clever effect, that is different; just check with me)
5. Your rubric in detail is on the next page. Check that for further instructions and guidance.

Helpful Tips: The goal of the assignment is to understand how cartoons or paintings are constructed for maximum effect, and how effective they can be in goading the populace or affecting how the populace views different topics. In a cartoon, you can appeal to your audience’s sense of logic as well as their emotions. Keep these ideas in mind as you structure your cartoon, whether it be a logical or emotional cartoon, or both!

Appeals to Logic
1. Specific Example of Strength or Weakness
2. Facts or Statistics 
3. Carefully thought out reasoning 

Appeals to Emotion 
1. Personal stories
2. Emotionally Charged Language
3. Visually striking Images

Sketch: Write out your basic idea in the line below - each set of lines is for each cartoon. 
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Documents referenced: 

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Documents referenced:
Historical Cartoon Rubric 

Name: _______________________________ Group and Team ____________________


	Criteria
	Superb
	Satisfactory
	Minimal
	N/A

	Message

_______
	The main idea / argument of the cartoon and/or the position of the author is clear and easy to understand.
	The main idea / argument of the cartoon and/or the position of the author is identifiable. 
	The main idea / argument of the cartoon and/or the position of the author is somewhat unclear. 
	The main idea / argument of the cartoon and/or the position of the author is unclear / very unclear. 

	Creativity and Visual Presentation

_______
	The cartoon is organized and clear; color and objects are used to maximum effect; text or captions are easy to read. 
	The cartoon is mostly organized and clear; color and objects are used; text or captions are readable, but perhaps hard to see in a few places. 
	The cartoon is somewhat organized and clear; some color and objects are used; text or captions are included, but sometimes hard to read.
	The cartoon is poorly organized; little to no color and objects are used; text or captions are not included, or very difficult to read. 

	Historical Content

_______
	The cartoon accurately represents the historical time period and subject. No inaccuracy. 
	The cartoon represents the historical time period and subject well, but with a little bit of  historical inaccuracy. 
	The cartoon represents the historical time period and subject, but with some historical inaccuracy. 
	The cartoon has little to no historical accuracy, or gravely misrepresents basic facts of history. 

	Document References (Notes may be substituted at permission of teacher)
_______ 
	The cartoon references the number of required documents and connects to the documents. 
	The cartoon references a majority of the required documents and connects to a majority of the documents. 
	The cartoon references some of the required documents and connects to some of the documents. 
	The cartoon references to few / none of the required documents and connects to few  none of the documents. 

	Symbolism & Title 

_______
	The cartoon has excellent symbolism with a clear, clever, and relevant title(s). 
	The cartoon has good symbolism with a decently clear, clever, and relevant title(s)
	The cartoon attempts to use symbolism; the title is somewhat clear / somewhat unclear and is not really relevant to the topic. 
	The cartoon has little to no symbolism and has a poor or missing title. 




FINAL SCORE: __________ out of 25. Will be converted to a 100 point scale.





Thesis & Response - Establishing a Plausible Narrative

MQ: How did the Renaissance change man’s view of himself?

Instructions: Overall,  how did the Renaissance alter or change how man viewed himself? Cite evidence from the text and use outside information we discussed in class. Below include a 1-2 sentence thesis that answers the historical question above. This thesis must consist of a historical claim and points. Then, include a 5-7 sentence paragraph (with doc/selection references, at least THREE) that expounds on your thesis. 

Thesis:







Response: 


