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Unit 3-6: The Reformation Packet
  MQ #1: When did Luther become “Protestant”?
Introduction: Martin Luther, originally an unknown German monk, founded one of the three great branches of Christianity: Protestantism, which is marked by its disagreement with certain doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. Your job here is to trace the change and continuity of Luther’s beliefs, and to figure out the moment when Luther became a Protestant.
1. How would you define a “Protestant”?
Document 1 - 95 Theses, Martin Luther, 1517. These were published for public debate on the Church door at Wittenberg, Germany by Martin Luther, an Augistinian monk who disagreed with indulgences.
1. ( Research Author & Context ) Who was Luther? What might be his perspective on the Church and Pope? 

26. The pope does well when he grants remission to souls [in purgatory], not by the power of the keys (which he does not possess), but by way of intercession.
27. They preach man who say that so soon as the penny jingles into the money-box, the soul flies out [of purgatory].
28. It is certain that when the penny jingles into the money-box, gain and avarice can be increased, but the result of the intercession of the Church is in the power of God alone…
75. To think the papal pardons so great that they could absolve a man even if he had committed an impossible sin and violated the Mother of God -- this is madness.
76. We say, on the contrary, that the papal pardons are not able to remove the very least of venial sins, so far as its guilt is concerned.
77. It is said that even St. Peter, if he were now Pope, could not bestow greater graces; this is blasphemy against St. Peter and against the pope.
78. We say, on the contrary, that even the present pope, and any pope at all, has greater graces at his disposal; to wit, the Gospel, powers, gifts of healing, etc., as it is written in I. Corinthians xii...
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) Did Luther condemn purgatory? Did Luther condemn the office of the Papacy? 

3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did he condemn? Why?

4. ( Evaluate the Source ) Is Luther a Protestant at this point? Why or why not?

Document 2 - Leipzig Debate, transcripter unknown. 1519. Martin Luther, Catholic monk, engaged with Johan Eck, a preeminent Catholic theologian and debater, in Leipzig in 1519. In many ways, it was a pivotal moment for Luther and the Reformation. The topics included purgatory, indulgences, and the Papacy. They argued for over 23 days. The following passage concerns the authority of the Papacy and Church Councils on the faith, which long served as foundations and guides for the faith in Europe. This debate occurred on July 4th, 1519.
1. ( Research Author & Context ) Who was Eck?

2. ( Research Author & Context ) Up to this point in Christian history, what factors or institutions have often been seen as the foundations of faith and life? 

Luther: “The head of the Church militant is Christ himself, and not a man. I believe this on the testimony of God’s Word…”
Eck: “... Saint Jerome declares that if an extraordinary power, superior to all others, were not given to the pope, there would be in the churches as many sects as there were pontiffs…. 
Luther: “Given, that is to say, if all the rest of believers consent to it, this power might be conceded to the chief pontiff by human right… Even in our own days, does not the Greek Church refuse its assent to Rome?”
Eck: The worthy doctor calls upon me to prove that the primacy of the Church of Rome is of Divine right. I will prove it by this expression of Christ: Thou art Peter, and on this rock will I build my Church. Saint Augustine, in one of his epistles, has thus explained the meaning of this passage ‘Thou art Peter, and on this rock (that is to say, on Peter) I will build my Church.’ 
Luther: For it is most certain that Augustine has said many times that the rock was Christ, and perhaps not more than once that it was Peter himself. But even should Saint Augustine and all the Fathers say that the Apostle is the rock of which Christ speaks, I would resist them, single-handed, in reliance upon the Holy Scriptures…
Eck: “I am surprised at the humility and modesty with which the reverend doctor undertakes to oppose, alone, so many illustrious Fathers, and pretends to know more than the sovereign pontiffs, the councils, the doctors, and the universities! . . . It would be surprising, no doubt, if God had hidden the truth from so many saints and martyrs — until the advent of the reverend father!” 
3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is the main argument of Eck? What evidence does he use?

4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is the main argument of Luther? What evidence does he use? 

5. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is Eck’s sharp critique at the end?
[The debate continues, as the two begin to argue about on what one is to base their faith and beliefs on]
Luther: “The Fathers are not against me. Saint Augustine and Saint Ambrose, both most excellent doctors, teach as I teach…”
Luther: “... Let me talk German. I am being misunderstood by the people. I assert that a council has sometimes erred and may sometimes err. Nor has a council authority to establish new articles of faith. A council cannot make divine right out of that which by nature is not divine right… A simple layman armed with Scripture is to be believed above a pope or a council without it. For the sake of Scripture we should reject popes and councils.” 
Eck: “Are you the only one who knows anything? Except for you is all the Church in error?”
Luther: “I am a Christian theologian, and I am bound, not only to assert, but to defend the truth with my blood and death. I want to believe freely and be a slave to the authority of no one, whether council, university, or pope.”
6. ( Evaluate the Source ) How does Eck’s previous sharp critique shape Luther’s argument here? 

7. ( Analyze Other Documents ) Altogether, what led to Luther’s change from 1517 to 1519? Is this the moment when he became Protestant? Explain why or why not. 


Document 3 - Luther on the Perpetual Virginity of Mary. Taken from his sermons on John, 1539. 
1. ( Research Author & Context ) What do you assume Luther will believe, based on what you have read?

Christ, our Savior, was the real and natural fruit of Mary's virginal womb . . . This was without the cooperation of a man, and she remained a virgin after that… Christ . . . was the only Son of Mary, and the Virgin Mary bore no children besides Him . . . I am inclined to agree with those who declare that 'brothers' really mean 'cousins' here, for Holy Writ and the Jews always call cousins brothers. [as in, the Hebrew word for brothers is somewhat broad and can often mean cousin]
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does Luther believe? 

3. ( Analyze Other Documents ) Does this change your answer to question no. 7 from the last page? Why or why not?

4. ( Determine the Truth ) When do you think Luther became Protestant? Explain. 

MQ #2: What were Henry VIII’s Motivations for the English Reformation?
Introduction: Henry VIII is often famous for leaving the Catholic Church so that he could get a divorce and/or to convert to Protestantism. However, is that true? One must be careful of allowing pop culture to take the place of deeper historical analysis. Your task is to figure out what were Henry VIII’s motivations for helping launch the English Reformation.
Document 1 - Source: Henry VIII’s Assertio Septem Sacramentorum (Defense of the Seven Sacraments), which criticized Martin Luther, affirmed the Seven Sacraments, and proclaimed Henry’s loyalty to the Papacy, 1521. For this book, Henry was awarded the title “Defender of the Faith” by Pope Leo X. Though later in life he led England to split away from the Papacy, he maintained belief in the Seven Sacraments, purgatory, and many other Catholic doctrines until his death.
1. ( Research Author & Context )  Who wrote this? Why?

So Luther, realizing himself to be cast out from the Church, began to do what the lamented wicked ones do… ; but having imitated the Despair of the Devil, himself a Devil too… he has begun to rush into blasphemies… against the Pope, and, jealous of other faithful ones, like the old Serpent, to set up Nets of Infidelity, that he might get them to taste of the forbidden tree of harmful knowledge and to be driven out of the Paradise of the Church…. I indeed bear very ill this man’s great madness and most lamentable state, and I wish that even now (God inspiring him by Grace), he may at length come to his senses and be converted and live. 
But I beseech and entreat all other Christians… to turn away their ears from the impious words and not to foster schisms and Discords, especially at this Time when most particularly it behooves Christians to be concordant against the Enemies of Christ. Do not listen to the Insults and Detractions against the Vicar of Christ (Pope Leo X) which the Fury of the little Monk (Luther) spews up against the Pope; nor contaminate Hearts sacred to Christ with impious Heresies, for if one sews these he  has no Charity, swells with vain Glory, loses his Reason, and burns with Envy.

2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does Henry accuse Martin Luther of?



3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did Henry call for Christians to do?


4. ( Determine the Truth ) According to this document, did Henry VIII leave the Catholic Church because of Catholic beliefs?

Document 2 - Source: The First Act of Succession, Parliament, 1534. Below is the first major legislation passed by Parliament and King Henry VIII, which officially begins the English Reformation. Note the asterisk and the info given at the end of the section.
This present Parliament, your most humble and obedient subjects, believe ourselves bound to provide for the perfect security of both you, and your heirs, upon which depends all the joy and wealth of this realm.  
This Parliament abhors and detests the Roman Church’s involvement in the lives and rule of emperors, kings and princes out of their own self interest when doing so is against the powers given to those rulers by God.  
In consideration of this, Parliament declares your highness’ marriage to the Lady Katherine to be void because it goes against the laws of Almighty God*. Now the marriage between you and your beloved wife Queen Anne, shall be established, and taken for true, sincere, and perfect ever hereafter. And by law now all children between your highness and your beloved wife Queen Anne, be inheritable, and inherit, the imperial crown.  
Any person who does anything to hurt your royalty, or your marriage with Queen Anne shall be judged high traitors and shall suffer pains of death.  
To ensure the success of this Act, people shall swear an oath to truly, firmly, and constantly observe, fulfill, maintain, and defend this Act.  
And any person who refuses to take the Oath shall be considered guilty of high treason; and shall suffer such pains and imprisonment, losses and forfeitures, and also lose privileges of sanctuaries, in like manner and form as is above mentioned for the misprisions of treasons afore limited by this Act. 
**'”Do not have sexual relations with your brother's wife; that would dishonor your brother.” Leviticus 18:16, NIV.

1. ( Evaluate the Source ) What major act did Parliament accomplish with this legislation?


2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What was the reasoning given for this legislation? Was it political, religious, or both?


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is the religious reason given for the passing of this act?



4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What was the warning prescribed against those who would question this act? 


5. ( Determine the Truth ) According to this document, what seemed to be a motivation for Henry VIII?

Document 3 – Text Source: Henry VIII's Act of Supremacy, 1534. This act of Parliament laid out a new power for the King of England.
The King's Majesty justly and rightfully is and ought to be the supreme head of the Church of England, and so is recognized by the clergy of this realm. By the authority of this Parliament, the king, his heirs and successors, shall be taken, accepted, and reputed the only supreme head in earth of the Church of England, called Anglicans Ecclesia. 






Image Source: The Pope Suppressed by King Henry VIII, 1534.
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1. ( Evaluate the Source ) With the passing of this act, what powers did Henry VIII gain?


2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does the image above communicate to the viewer? 



3. ( Determine the Truth ) According to this document, what seemed to be a motivation for Henry VIII?


Document 4 - Source: Act for the Dissolution of the Lesser Monasteries, Parliament, 1536. Below is an excerpt from an act passed by Parliament to dissolve monasteries in England. Under the veil of removing the Church's influence, Henry VIII seized Church lands (around 1/3 of England) to sell to the nobility and finance his Kingdom and rule. 
And thereupon most humbly desire the King's highness that it may be enacted by authority of this present Parliament, that his majesty shall have and enjoy to him and to his heirs for ever, all and singular such monasteries, priories, and other religious houses of monks, canons, and nuns, of what kinds or diversities of habits, rules, or orders soever they be called. . .manors, lands, tenements, rents, services, reversions, tithes, pensions, portions, churches, chapels, advowsons, patrinages, rights, entries, conditions, and all other interests and hereditaments to the same monasteries, abbeys, and priories, or to any of them appertaining or belonging; to have and to hold all and singular the premises, with all their rights, profits, jurisdictions, and commodities, unto the King's majesty, and to his heirs and assigns for ever, to do and use therewith his and their own wills, to the pleasure of Almighty God, and to honour and profit of this realm...
1. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did Parliament grant to the King with the passing of this act?



2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What could Henry VIII do with access to all of these lands, buildings, and resources?




3. ( Determine the Truth ) According to this document, what seemed to be a motivation for Henry VIII?












Document 5 - Source: Europe, Brendan Simms, 2013. Below is an excerpt from Simms’s work Europe. Therein, he discusses motivations for the English Reformation. Note: Salic Law is a law held in Europe that only males could inherit the throne; no females could hold a throne. 
The political context was also a decisive factor in the English Reformation of the 1530s. A male heir was crucial not so much for the stability of England – where women could succeed – as for Henry’s claim to France and the Empire, where they were disbarred by the Salic Law. When the pope refused to grant him a divorce to marry Anne Boleyn, Henry broke with Rome. Thereafter, Henry’s despoliation of Church lands not only enabled him to buttress his rule at home, but provided a much needed boost to war-financing. His large scale fortification of the south coast in response to the Franco-Habsburg Catholic threat, paid for by despoiling the secularized monasteries, and actually constructed from their stones taken from their ruins, epitomized the close link between the English Reformation and security of the realm.
1. ( Research Author & Context ) According to Simms, what was the cause of Henry VIII’s desire for a male heir?


2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does Henry VIII’s desire for a male heir display about his international ambitions?


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What was Henry’s VIII reason for breaking from Rome?


4. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did the despoliation, or seizing, of Church lands enable Henry VIII to do?


5. ( Determine the Truth ) According to this document, what seemed to be a motivation for Henry VIII?







Thesis & Response - Establishing a Plausible Narrative

MQ: What were Henry VIII’s Motivations for the English Reformation?

Instructions: Below include a 1-2 sentence thesis that answers the historical question above. This thesis must consist of a historical claim and points. Then, include a 5-7 sentence paragraph (with doc/selection references, at least FOUR) that expounds on your thesis. 

Thesis:





Response: 
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MQ #3: Compare and Contrast Catholicism and Protestantism on Justification, Faith, & Sacraments
Introduction: The average Westerner would have a hard time explaining what exactly divides two of the great branches of Christianity: Catholicism and Protestantism. Though separate branches, as you will see, the two actually are asking the same questions, and even agree on some of the answers. To figure out what has kept the two branches from becoming one today, your task is to compare and contrast their views on Justification, Faith, and the Sacraments. Read the terms below to ensure proper understanding of the words they will use.
Key Definitions:
1. Justification - the concept of being made (legally) right before God; literally means to align/straighten. In short: how one is “saved”, as Americans often say. 
2. Sacrament - a giving of God’s redemptive/healing spiritual power (or grace) through a physical means. For the average American Christian, who is non-sacramental, this sounds weird, but many Christians believe that the sacraments give grace, including some Protestants. 
Document 1 - Luther on Faith and Works from his work: An Introduction to St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans, Martin Luther, 1522, from his German Bible translation. 
Instead, faith is God's work in us, that changes us and gives new birth from God. (John 1:13). It kills the Old Adam and makes us completely different people... It brings the Holy Spirit with it. Yes, it is a living, creative, active and powerful thing, this faith. Faith cannot help doing good works constantly. It doesn't stop to ask if good works ought to be done, but before anyone asks, it already has done them and continues to do them without ceasing.  Anyone who does not do good works in this manner is an unbeliever.  He stumbles around and looks for faith and good works, even though he does not know what faith or good works are.... Faith is a living, bold trust in God's grace..... Such confidence and knowledge of God's grace makes you happy, joyful and bold in your relationship to God and all creatures. The Holy Spirit makes this happen through faith. Because of it, you freely, willingly and joyfully do good to everyone, serve everyone, suffer all kinds of things, love and praise the God who has shown you such grace. Thus, it is just as impossible to separate faith and works as it is to separate heat and light from fire!... Ask God to work faith in you, or you will remain forever without faith, no matter what you wish, say or can do.
1. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is the result of faith? How did Martin Luther describe someone who has faith but no good works?



2. ( Evaluate the Source ) How does grace affect the life and attitude of a believer, according to Luther? 



Smalcald Articles, First Article, Martin Luther, 1537. 

The first and chief article is this: Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, died for our sins and was raised again for our justification (Romans 3:24-25). He alone is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29), and God has laid on Him the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6). All have sinned and are justified freely, without their own works and merits, by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, in His blood (Romans 3:23-25). This is necessary to believe. This cannot be otherwise acquired or grasped by any work, law, or merit. Therefore, it is clear and certain that this faith alone justifies us… Nothing of this article can be yielded or surrendered, even though heaven and earth and everything else falls (Mark 13:31).

1. ( Evaluate the Source ) How is one justified? How is one not justified? 


2. ( Evaluate the Source ) How is Justification defined? 

3. ( Analyze Other Documents ) Does this contradict or align with Luther’s earlier statement in his introduction to Romans? How so?


Document 2 - Augsburg Confession, 1530. The following was the first major Lutheran confession of Faith, presented at the Diet of Augsburg. It remains the primary confession of faith for the Lutheran Church today. 

1. ( Research Author & Context ) What do you expect Lutherans to believe about Baptism and Lord’s Supper?


Article IX. Of Baptism

1 Of Baptism they teach that it is necessary
2 to salvation, and that through Baptism is offered the grace of God, and that children are to be baptized who, being offered to God through Baptism are received into God’s grace.
3 They condemn the Anabaptists, who reject the baptism of children, and say that children are saved without Baptism.

Article X. Of the Lord’s Supper
1 Of the Supper of the Lord they teach that the Body and Blood of Christ are truly present, and are distributed
2 to those who eat the Supper of the Lord; and they reject those that teach otherwise.

2. ( Evaluate the Source ) What does baptism do? Who should receive it?



3. ( Evaluate the Source ) How do Lutherans view the Lord’s Supper?



Document 3 - 2nd Helvetic Confession, Heinrich Bullinger, the disciple of John Calvin. 1558. This is one of the first major and definitive confessions of the Reformed/Calvinist faith.
1. ( Research Author & Context ) What do you expect Calvinists to believe about Baptism in regards to children and Lord’s Supper?
Anabaptists. We condemn the Anabaptists, who deny that newborn infants of the faithful are to be baptized. For according to evangelical teaching, of such is the Kingdom of God, and they are in the covenant of God. Why, then, should the sign of God's covenant not be given to them? Why should those who belong to God and are in his Church not be initiated by holy baptism? We condemn also the Anabaptists in the rest of their peculiar doctrines which they hold contrary to the Word of God. We therefore are not Anabaptists and have nothing in common with them.
On Lord’s Supper. There is also a spiritual eating of Christ's body; not such that we think that thereby the food itself is to be changed into spirit, but whereby the body and blood of the Lord, while remaining in their own essence and property, are spiritually communicated to us, certainly not in a corporeal but in a spiritual way, by the Holy Spirit, who applies and bestows upon us these things which have been prepared for us by the sacrifice of the Lord's body and blood for us, namely, the remission of sins, deliverance, and eternal life; so that Christ lives in us and we live in him, and he causes us to receive him by true faith to this end that he may become for us such spiritual food and drink, that is, our life. For even as bodily food and drink not only refresh and strengthen our bodies, but also keeps them alive, so the flesh of Christ delivered for us, and his blood shed for us, not only refresh and strengthen our souls, but also preserve them alive, not in so far as they are corporeally eaten and drunken, but in so far as they are communicated unto us spiritually by the Spirit of God…
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) Who should receive baptism? 


3. ( Evaluate the Source ) How do Calvinists view the presence of Christ in communion? 



Document 4 - 39 Articles, 1571. The 39 Articles form the basic summary of belief of the Church of England, also called the Anglican Church. They were formed near the end of the English Reformation, after debatel from differing factions.

1. ( Research Author & Context ) What do you expect Anglicans to believe about Baptism in regards to children and Lord’s Supper?



Article XXVII: Of Baptism

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark of difference, whereby Christian men are discerned from others that be not christened, but is also a sign of Regeneration or new Birth, whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive Baptism rightly are grafted into the Church; the promises of the forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed; Faith is confirmed, and Grace increased by virtue of prayer unto God. The Baptism of young Children is in any wise to be retained in the Church, as most agreeable with the institution of Christ.
XVIII. Of the Lord's Supper. [NOTE: The Anglican view here is not mere symbolism. Read closely]
The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love that Christians ought to have among themselves one to another; but rather it is a Sacrament of our Redemption by Christ's death: insomuch that to such as rightly, worthily, and with faith, receive the same, the Bread which we break is a partaking of the Body of Christ; and likewise the Cup of Blessing is a partaking of the Blood of Christ.
Transubstantiation (or the change of the substance of Bread and Wine) in the Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ; but is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions.
The Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in the Supper, only after an heavenly and spiritual manner. And the mean whereby the Body of Christ is received and eaten in the Supper, is Faith.
2. (Understanding Text) What does baptism do? Who should receive baptism? 


3. (Understanding Text) How do Anglicans view the presence of Christ in communion? 

Document 5 - Council of Trent, 1545-1563. Concerning Justification.This council was called by the Catholic Church to both address Protestant criticisms, and to reform/clarify the Catholic Church’s teachings on the issues of the day.
1. ( Research Author & Context )  Why was this Council called?
Definition of Justification: ... from that state wherein man is born a child of the first Adam, to the state of grace, and of the adoption of the sons of God, through the second Adam, Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
Canon 1. "If any one saith, that man may be justified before God by his own works, whether done through the teaching of human nature, or that of the law, without the grace of God through Jesus Christ; let him be anathema."
Canon 9. "If any one saith, that by faith alone the impious is justified; in such wise as to mean, that nothing else is required to co-operate in order to the obtaining the grace of Justification, and that it is not in any way necessary, that he be prepared and disposed by the movement of his own will; let him be anathema…
2. ( Evaluate the Source ) Can Protestants and Catholics agree generally on that initial definition of Justification? Why or why not?

3. ( Evaluate the Source ) What did Canon 1 reject? Canon 9?

Canon 24. "If any one saith, that the justice received is not preserved and also increased before God through good works; but that the said works are merely the fruits and signs of Justification obtained, but not a cause of the increase thereof; let him be anathema."
4. ( Evaluate the Source ) How did Canon 24 reject Martin Luther’s thoughts above? 

Session 6, Chapter IV. This disposition or preparation is followed by justification itself, which is not only a remission of sins but also the sanctification and renewal of the inward man through the voluntary reception of the grace and gifts whereby an unjust man becomes just and from being an enemy becomes a friend, that he may be an heir according to hope of life everlasting...
5. ( Evaluate the Source ) In sum, how did Trent explain and define justification? 
Document 6 - Council of Trent, 1545-1563. Concerning Baptism and the Eucharist. 
Baptism - If any one saith, that grace, as far as God's part is concerned, is not given through the said sacraments, always, and to all men, even though they receive them rightly… iIf any one saith, that by the said sacraments of the New Law grace is not conferred through the act performed, but that faith alone in the divine promise suffices for the obtaining of grace; let him be anathema.
If any one saith, that baptism is free, that is, not necessary unto salvation; let him be anathema… If any one saith, that little children.. that it is better that the baptism of such be omitted…  let him be anathema.
Eucharist - In the first place, the holy Synod teaches, and openly and simply professes, that, in the august sacrament of the holy Eucharist, after the consecration of the bread and wine, our Lord Jesus Christ, true God and man, is truly, really, and substantially contained under the species of those sensible things. For neither are these things mutually repugnant,- that our Saviour Himself always sitteth at the right hand of the Father in heaven, according to the natural mode of existing, and that, nevertheless, He be, in many other places, sacramentally present to us in his own substance, by a manner of existing, which, though we can scarcely express it in words, yet can we, by the understanding illuminated by faith, conceive, and we ought most firmly to believe, to be possible unto God:
1. ( Evaluate the Source ) What is the teaching concerning baptism and the Eucharist?














Summative Question
1. ( Determine the Truth ) Outline in the middle columns below the beliefs of each group (Lutherans, Calvinists, Anglicans, and Catholics).
	Groups (Below) & Beliefs (Right)
	Justification & Faith
	Baptism
	Communion

	Lutherans
	
	
	

	Calvinists
	
	
	

	Anglicans
	
	
	

	Catholics
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