U.S. History - Recommended Reading
I. Primary Source Collections
1. https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/sbook.asp
A. Fordham has an excellent primary source collection from the ancient world to the modern. Easy to copy, modify, and format your own questions.
2. https://inquirygroup.org/
A. The Inquiry Group (formerly Stanford) has produced an excellent collection of primary source document packets with ways to introduce them as well. I’m not a fan of all of their packets, but I like their approach.
3. www.warrenpeace.boomla.net
A. I have compiled my own primary source packets with guided historical questions online at my website. If you go to the “U.S. History” tab you will find a collection. I usually update this yearly. Feel free to use, but do not claim it as your own.
4. Teachingamericanhistory.org
A. If you make a free account, you can access their treasure trove of primary source documents, which can be viewed in chronological sequence, or by topic. They usually come with questions. There is also a free booklet you can download that collects all the sources. They’re usually too long for regular high school use, but they can be trimmed down and modified.

II. Historiography
1. What is History? by E.H. Carr. Essentially the classic book on historiography. 
2. The Landscape of History by John Lewis Gaddis. A more recently published work on historiography. 
3. Christian Historiography: Five Rival Versions by Jay D. Green. Similar to above but walks through competing opinions. 
4. Histories and Fallacies by Carl R. Trueman. Good little read on historiography from a Christian historian’s perspective.

III. Great Overviews of American History
1. The Oxford History of the United States by multiple authors. This is the best overview of American History you are going to get. It is a nine-book series that goes from 1763-Present. Some are better than others, but I cannot recommend this enough.

A. The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763–1789 by Robert Middlekauff.
B. Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789–1815 by Gordon S. Wood.
C. What Hath God Wrought: The Transformation of America, 1815–1848 by Daniel Walker Howe.
D. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era by James M. McPherson.
E. The Republic for Which It Stands: The United States during Reconstruction and the Gilded Age, 1865–1896 by Richard White.
F. Reawakened Nation: The Birth of Modern America, 1896–1929 by Bruce Schulman.
G. Freedom From Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 1929–1945 by David M. Kennedy. 
H. Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945–1974 by James  T. Patterson.
I. Restless Giant: The United States from Watergate to Bush v. Gore by James T. Patterson.

2. The Shortest History of Europe by John Hirst. Great thematic overview and a good background for American History.
3. The Soul of Science: Christian Faith and Natural Philosophy by Nancy Pearcey and Charles Thaxton, which covers the history of Science in Europe. You need this if you want to be able to explain and defend against what the Enlightenment did to Christianity. 
4. Land of Hope: An Invitation to the Great American History by Wilfred M. McClay. A good overview of America. 

IV. American History (Note: There is an abundance of American History books on every single topic you can think of. I will offer here some books I find to be the most helpful. This is not an exhaustive list. I’ve also asterisked the ones that are the most essential.)
1. *From Colony to Superpower: U.S. Foreign Relations Since 1776 by George C. Herring
2. Love and Hate in Jamestown: John Smith, Pocahontas, and the Start of a New Nation by David A. Price. 
3. *Crucible of War: The Seven Years' War and the Fate of Empire in British North America by Fred Anderson. Great buildup and background before the Revolution. The seeds were sown here. 
4. *American Revolutions: A Continental History by Alan Taylor. Shows the Revolution was not just taxation without representation, and broadens the scope. 
5. *Angel in the Whirlwind: The Triumph of the American Revolution by Benson Bobrick.
6. *In the Hands of the Great Spirit: The 20,000-Year History of American Indians by Jake Page.
7. 1776 by David McCullough. 
8. Any biography by Ron Chernow. Covers numerous American figures.
9. Any biography/book by David McCullough.
10. *My Bondage and My Freedom by Frederick Douglass.
11. *The African Americans by Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
12. Understanding and Teaching American Slavery (The Harvey Goldberg Series for Understanding and Teaching History) by Bethany Jay and Cynthia Lynn Lyerly.
13. Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World by David Brion Davis.
14. *Trail of Tears: The Rise and Fall of the Cherokee Nation by John Ehle.
15. So Far from God: The U.S. War With Mexico, 1846-1848 by John S. D. Eisenhower.
16. Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln by Doris Kearns Goodwin.
17. *Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution by Eric Foner.
18. *The Guns of August by Barbara W. Tuchman.
19. The Great War by Peter Hart. 
20. *To Hell and Back: Europe, 1914-1949 by Ian Kershaw. Probably the best one volume work on WWI and WWII.
21. *World War I and America: Told by the Americans Who Lived It by A. Scott Berg.
22. *Storm of Steel by Ernst Junger. Great autobiography of WWI by a German soldier. It gives a different perspective. 
23. *The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich by William L. Shirer. 
24. The New Deal: The Depression Years, 1933-1940 by Anthony J. Badger.
25. *With Courage and Cloth: Winning the Fight for a Woman’s Right to Vote by Ann Bausum.
26. Young Stalin by Simon Montefiore.
27. Inferno: The World at War, 1939-1945 by Max Hastings. 
28. The Second World War by Antony Beevor.
29. To Hell and Back: The Classic Memoir of World War II by America’s Most Decorated Soldier by Audie Murphy and Tom Brokaw.
30. Day of Infamy: The Classic Account of the Bombing of Pearl Harbor by Walter Lord.
31. *Looking Like the Enemy: My Story of Imprisonment in Japanese American Internment Camps by Mary Matsuda Gruenewald.
32. *Hirohito: Behind the Myth by Edward Behr. 
33. The Pacific War by Saburo Ienaga. It is a fantastic perspective on WWII from a Japanese historian who lived during the era.
34. *Hiroshima by John Hersey. Reporter who did a series of interviews with survivors.
35. *A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev (The New Cold War History) by Vladislav M. Zubok. Russian perspective on the Cold War!
36. For the Soul of Mankind: The United States, the Soviet Union, and the Cold War by Melvyn P. Leffler. 
37. *The Cold War: A New History by John Lewis Gaddis.
38. From Jim Crow to Civil Rights: The Supreme Court and the Struggle for Racial Equality by Michael J. Klarman.
39. Vietnam: A History by Stanley Karnow. 
40. Black Hawk Down by Mark Bowden.
41. The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 by Lawrence Wright.
