European History - Recommended Sources and Reading

I. Primary Source Collections
A. https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
1. Fordham has an excellent primary source collection from the ancient world to the modern. Easy to copy, modify, and formate your own questions.
B. https://inquirygroup.org/
1. The Inquiry Group (formerly Stanford) has produced an excellent collection of primary source document packets with ways to introduce them as well. I’m not a fan of all of their packets, but I like their approach. 
C. www.warrenpeace.boomla.net
1. I have compiled my own primary source packets with guided historical questions online at my website. If you go to the “European History” tab you will find a collection. I usually update this yearly. Feel free to use, but do not claim it as your own. 

II. Historiography
A. What is History? by E.H. Carr. Essentially the classic book on historiography. 
B. The Landscape of History by John Lewis Gaddis. A more recently published work on historiography. 
C. Christian Historiography: Five Rival Versions by Jay D. Green. Similar to above but walks through competing opinions. 
D. Histories and Fallacies by Carl R. Trueman. Good little read on historiography from a Christian historian’s perspective.
III. Great Overviews of European History. 
A. Europe: A History by Norman Davies. Probably the best one volume work.
B. Why the West Rules, for Now by Ian Morris.
C. The Shortest History of Europe by John Hirst. Great thematic overview.  
D. Europe by Brendan Simms.
E. The Penguin History of Europe series. Some hits and misses, but a good overview.
F. The Soul of Science: Christian Faith and Natural Philosophy by Nancy Pearcey and Charles Thaxton. History of Science in Europe. 
A. Dominion: The Making of the Western Mind by Tom Holland. A secular historian’s take on the intellectual history of the West, with an obvious bent towards arguing the importance of Christianity’s influence on the West. 
G. The Habsburgs: The History of a Dynasty by Benjamin Curtis. 
H. The Romanovs - 1613-1918 by Simon Sebag Montefiore.
I. The Rise and Fall of the British Empire by Lawrence James.
J. History of France by John Julius Norwich. 
K. Postwar: A history of Europe since 1945 by Tony Judt. 

IV. European History
A. The Italian Renaissance by J.H. Plumb. 
B. Isabella: The Warrior Queen by Kirstin Downey. 
C. Four Princes: Henry VIII, Francis I, Charles V, Suleiman the Magnificent and the Obsession that Forged Modern Europe by John Julius Norwich. 
D. Reformation: Europe's House Divided 1490-1700 by Diarmaid MacCulloch
E. Conquest: Cortes by Hugh Thomas.
F. The Tudors: The Kings and Queens of England’s Golden Age by Jane Bingham. 
G. The Royal Stuarts: A History of the Family that Shaped Britain by Allan Massie. 
H. Oliver Cromwell and the Rule of the Puritans in England by C.H. Firth.
I. The Enemy at the Gate: Habsburgs, Ottomans, and the Battle for Europe by Andrew Wheatcroft. 
J. Iron Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600–1947 by Christopher Clark.
K. Louis XIV by Oliver Bernier. 
L. Napoleon: A Life by Andrew Roberts. 
M. Victoria by Julia Baird. 
N. The Scramble for Africa 1876-1914 by Thomas Pakenham.
O. To Hell and Back: Europe, 1914-1949 by Ian Kershaw. Probably the best one volume work on WWI and WWII.
P. The Guns of August by Barbara W. Tuchman.
Q. The Great War by Peter Hart.
R. Storm of Steel by Ernst Junger. Great autobiography of WWI by a German soldier. 
S. The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich by William L. Shirer. A bit dated now, but still an interesting read. 
T. Young Stalin by Simon Montefiore.
U. Inferno: The World at War, 1939-1945 by Max Hastings. 
V. The Second World War by Antony Beevor.
W. Hirohito: Behind the Myth by Edward Behr. 
X. A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev (The New Cold War History) by Vladislav M. Zubok.
Y. The Dictators by Richard Overy. Compares Hitler and Stalin. 
Z. For the Soul of Mankind: The United States, the Soviet Union, and the Cold War by Melvyn P. Leffler. 
AA. Africa Since Independence by Paul Nugent. 
