Mudslingin’ Poster Project

Directions: 

Students will work in groups (2-3 ea.) to create TWO political advertisements for either Andrew Jackson and/or John Quincy Adams. One must be positive and one must be negative. They can be for just one or both candidates. 

The election of 1828 is known for its mudslinging (personal attacks against each other) and is considered one of the most personal campaigns in American history. The goal of the assignment is to understand how these ads are constructed for maximum effect, and how effective they can be in goading the populace. 

In a political ad, you can appeal to your audience’s sense of logic as well as their emotions. 
You can do this by focusing on the issues that are important to the public, providing biographical information about your candidate, explaining the goodness of their platform, or by attacking your opponent in advertisements that are negative in nature. Negative ads in particular can publicize a personal flaw of the opposing candidates, families, friends, or associates. 

Appealing to Your Audience 

Keep these ideas in mind as you structure your ad, whether it be a logical or emotional ad, or both!

Appeals to Logic
1. Specific Example
2. Facts or Statistics 
3. Carefully thought out reasoning 

Appeals to Emotion 
1. Personal stories
2. Emotionally Charged Language
3. Visual Images

Poster Prep (30-40 Minutes)

1. Choose by circling which figures you will do, and then circle one of each: positive and negative
· Andrew Jackson - 		POSITIVE 	NEGATIVE
· John Quincy Adams -		POSITIVE 	NEGATIVE




2. Create a mini report about your poster. This will be checked first to evaluate your design proposal. It should address the following questions
· What are the issues in the Election of 1828? What are the platforms of the 2 candidates?







· Describe the poster(s) in your own words and what it will look like or what will be written. (As in, tell me what you’re thinking this poster will look like)









· What is this poster(s) trying to get you to do? Is it an emotional or logical ad? Both? Explain. 








· What historical facts are covered in this poster(s)? What historical facts would the viewer need to fully understand your poster? Explain this part as fully as possible.






Designing Your Poster (40-60 Minutes)
1. Create a design for your poster. This will be done in class and possibly at home. 
· Your poster(s) should be a standard 8.5 x 11 piece of paper. You may go bigger.
· Be creative! No plagiarism. I will know. I eat, breathe, and drink political ads. 
· Please do not create anything inappropriate for school.
· Rubric is on the next page. Read for further details. 
Historical Cartoon Rubric 


Name: _______________________________ Group and Team ____________________


	Criteria
	Superb
	Satisfactory
	Minimal
	N/A

	Message

_______
	The main idea / argument of the cartoon and/or the position of the author is clear and easy to understand.
	The main idea / argument of the cartoon and/or the position of the author is identifiable. 
	The main idea / argument of the cartoon and/or the position of the author is somewhat unclear. 
	The main idea / argument of the cartoon and/or the position of the author is unclear / very unclear. 

	Creativity and Visual Presentation

_______
	The cartoon is organized and clear; color and objects are used to maximum effect; text or captions are easy to read. 
	The cartoon is mostly organized and clear; color and objects are used; text or captions are readable, but perhaps hard to see in a few places. 
	The cartoon is somewhat organized and clear; some color and objects are used; text or captions are included, but sometimes hard to read.
	The cartoon is poorly organized; little to no color and objects are used; text or captions are not included, or very difficult to read. 

	Historical Content (not counting comedic or clever effect)

_______
	The cartoon accurately represents the historical time period and subject. No inaccuracy. 
	The cartoon represents the historical time period and subject well, but with a little bit of  historical inaccuracy. 
	The cartoon represents the historical time period and subject, but with some historical inaccuracy. 
	The cartoon has little to no historical accuracy, or gravely misrepresents basic facts of history. 

	Document References (Notes may be substituted at permission of teacher)
_______ 
	The cartoon references the number of required documents and connects to the documents. 
	The cartoon references a majority of the required documents and connects to a majority of the documents. 
	The cartoon references some of the required documents and connects to some of the documents. 
	The cartoon references to few / none of the required documents and connects to few  none of the documents. 

	Symbolism & Title 

_______
	The cartoon has excellent symbolism with a clear, clever, and relevant title(s). 
	The cartoon has good symbolism with a decently clear, clever, and relevant title(s)
	The cartoon attempts to use symbolism; the title is somewhat clear / somewhat unclear and is not really relevant to the topic. 
	The cartoon has little to no symbolism and has a poor or missing title. 




FINAL SCORE: __________ out of 25. Will be converted to a 100 point scale. 


