Name:___________________________________  Group A or B (Circle) Team 1 or 2 (Circle) 

Unit 13 - Were African-Americans free during Reconstruction?

Part One: Examine Sources 

Document A - Source: The Reconstruction Amendments. The 13th, 14th and 15th amendments to the United States Constitution are sometimes called the “Reconstruction Amendments.” They were passed in
order to abolish slavery and to establish the rights of former slaves, mainly under the leadership of Radical Republicans like Thaddeus Stevens. 

13th Amendment: 1865 Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

14th Amendment: 1868 Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States . . . are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

15th Amendment: 1870 Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

1. (Sourcing/Text) When were the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments passed? 



2. (Sourcing/Understanding Text) Why do you think they were passed?


3. (Understanding Text) What rights did they guarantee for American citizens? 




4. (Establishing a Plausible Narrative) How could you use this text to argue blacks were not truly free during Reconstruction? Were truly Free? 






Document B - Source: Mississippi Black Codes, 1865. In the years following the Civil War, many Southern states and cities passed Black Codes. These laws laid out what freed blacks were and were not allowed to do. The document below is taken from Mississippi.

Section 3: . . . [I]t shall not be lawful for any freedman, free negro or mulatto to intermarry with any white person; nor for any person to intermarry with any freedman, free negro or mulatto; and any person who shall so intermarry shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction thereof shall be confined in the State penitentiary for life…

Section 5: . . . Every freedman, free negro and mulatto shall… have a lawful home or employment, and shall have written evidence thereof . . .

Section 6: . . . All contracts for labor made with freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes for a longer period than one month shall be in writing, and a duplicate, attested and read to said freedman, free negro or mulatto by a beat, city or county officer . . . and if the laborer shall quit the service of the employer before the expiration of his term of service, without good cause, he shall forfeit his wages for that year up to the time of quitting.

Section 7: . . . Every civil officer shall, and every person may, arrest and carry back to his or her legal employer any freedman, free negro, or mulatto who shall have quit the service of his or her employer before the expiration of his or her term of service without good cause . . .

VAGRANT LAW

Section 1: . . . That all rogues and vagabonds, idle and dissipated persons, beggars, jugglers, or persons practicing unlawful games or plays, runaways, common drunkards, common night-walkers, pilferers, lewd, wanton, or lascivious persons, in speech or behavior, common railers and brawlers, persons who neglect their calling or employment, misspend what they earn, or do not provide for the support of themselves or their families, or dependents, and all other idle and disorderly persons, including all who neglect all lawful business, habitually misspend their time by frequenting houses of ill-fame, gaming-houses, or tippling shops, shall be deemed and considered vagrants, under the provisions of this act, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not exceeding one hundred dollars, with all accruing costs, and be imprisoned, at the discretion of the court, not exceeding ten days.

Section 2: . . . All freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes in this State, over the age of eighteen years, found… with no lawful employment or business, or found unlawful assembling themselves together, either in the day or night time, and all white persons assembling themselves with freedmen, free negroes or mulattoes, or usually associating with freedmen, free negroes or mulattoes, on terms of equality, or living in adultery or fornication with a freed woman, freed negro or mulatto, shall be deemed vagrants, and on conviction thereof shall be fined in a sum not exceeding, in the case of a freedman, free negro or mulatto, fifty dollars, and a white man two hundred dollars, and imprisonment at the discretion of the court, the free negro not exceeding ten days, and the white man not exceeding six months . . .

Section 5: . . . All fines and forfeitures collected by the provisions of this act shall be paid into the county treasury of general county purposes, and in case of any freedman, free negro or mulatto shall fail for five days after the imposition of any or forfeiture upon him or her for violation of any of the provisions of this act to pay the same, that it shall be, and is hereby, made the duty of the sheriff of the proper county to hire out said freedman, free negro or mulatto, to any person who will, for the shortest period of service, pay said fine and forfeiture and all costs . . .

CERTAIN OFFENSES OF FREEDMEN

Section 1: . . . That no freedman, free negro or mulatto, not in the military service of the United States government, and not licensed so to do by the board of police of his or her county, shall keep or carry fire-arms of any kind, or any ammunition, dirk or bowie knife, and on conviction thereof in the county court shall be punished by fine . . .
Section 3: . . . If any white person shall sell, lend, or give to any freedman, free negro, or mulatto any fire-arms, dirk or bowie knife, or ammunition, or any spirituous or intoxicating liquors, such person or persons so offending, upon conviction thereof in the county court of his or her county, shall be fined not exceeding fifty dollars, and may be imprisoned, at the discretion of the court, not exceeding thirty days . . .

1. (Sourcing) Who is the author, his position, and perspective?


2. (Observe Context) What events have surrounded or prompted this writing?




3. (Understanding Text) How do the black codes target interracial marriage and/or dating? What is the punishment? 



4. (Understanding Text )What happens if a black worker leaves his job before the contract ends? What happens if a black worker has no job or home?



5. (Understanding Text) How could the vagrant laws be used to easily convict, fine, or imprison blacks? How could it also be argued they re-created slavery, in effect?






6. (Reading Between the Lines) How do the laws, at a deeper level, also target white people in the latter two sections? How would this affect white-black relations at a societal level? 






7. (Corroboration) Do the laws above contradict the 13th-15th Amendments? Why or why not? 





8. (Establishing a Plausible Narrative) How could you use this text to argue blacks were not truly free during Reconstruction? Were truly Free? 




Document C - Source: Former slave Henry Adams made this statement before the U.S. Senate in 1880 about the early days of his freedom after the Civil War.


In September 1865 I asked the boss to let me go to the city of Shreveport. He said, "All right, when will you come back?" I told him "next week." He said, "You had better carry a pass." I said, "I will see whether I am free by going without a pass." I met four white men about six miles south of town. One of them asked me who I belonged to. I told him no one. So him and two others struck me with a stick and told me they were going to kill me and every other Negro who told them that they did not belong to anyone. They left me and I then went on to Shreveport. I saw over twelve colored men and women, beat, shot and hung between there and Shreveport. 

Sunday I went back home. The boss was not at home. I asked the madam [the boss’s wife], "where was the boss?" She said, "You should say 'master'. You all are not free . . . and you shall call every white lady 'missus' and every white man 'master.'" During the same week the madam took a stick and beat one of the young colored girls, who was about fifteen years of age. The boss came the next day and whipped the same girl nearly to death. . . . After the whipping a large number of young colored people decided to leave that place for Shreveport. [On our way], out came about forty armed white men and shot at us and took my horse. They said they were going to kill every colored person they found leaving their masters.

1. (Sourcing) Who wrote this document? When and why was it written? 


2. (Understanding Text) According to Adams, what was life like for freedmen and women after the Civil War? 




3. (Establishing a Plausible Narrative) How could you use this text to argue blacks were not truly free during Reconstruction? Were truly Free? 






Document D - Source: A Ku Klux Klan threat, 1868. The KKK was founded by Nathan Bedford Forrest in 1866. Although it was a covert organization, the Klan’s displays of violence and intolerance were anything but discreet (much like the White League, another organization). Many murders, threats, and beatings were never reported due to fear of reprisal from the Klan. In this case, the target was Davie Jeems, a black Republican recently elected sheriff in Lincoln County, Georgia. At the top of the letter was the word “Notice”, with two holes, which indicate it was posted in a public place. On the back it was written “similar threats have prevented all the other Republican officers to take their commissions.”

To Jeems, Davie. you. must. be, a good boy. and. Quit. hunting on Sunday and shooting your gun in the night. you keep people from sleeping. I live in a big rock above the Ford of the f Creek. I went from Lincoln County County during the War I was Killed at Manassus in 1861. I am here now as a Locust in the day Time and. at night I am a Ku Klux sent here to look after you and all the rest of the radicals and make you know your place. I have got my eye on you every day, I am at the Ford of the creek every evening From Sundown till dark I want to meet you there next Saturday tell platt Madison we have, a Box. For him and you. We nail all, radicals up in Boxes and send them away to KKK - there is. 200 000 ded men retured to this country to make you and all the rest of the radicals good Democrats and vote right with the white people you have got it to do or leave this country no n***** is safe unless he Joins the Democratic Club then you will be safe and have friends. Take heed and govern yourself accordingly and give all your Friends timely warning. - Ku, Ku, Klux, Klan

1. (Sourcing) Who posted this? 



2. (Understanding Text) Why was this notice addressed to Davie Jeems? Explain why the notice was apparently posted publicly.



3. (Understanding Text) How did the author(s) of the note use fear of the supernatural to frighten the reader?



4. (Understanding Text) To what extent does this note show the frustration and anger of some white southerners to the policies of the Radical Republicans?




5. (Establishing a Plausible Narrative) How could you use this text to argue blacks were not truly free during Reconstruction? Were truly Free? 








Document E - Source: The following tables provide information about the numbers of African American officeholders in the South during Reconstruction. All data comes from Eric Foner’s Freedom’s Lawmakers: A Directory of Black Officehodlers during Reconstruction (1996), sourced from facinghistory.org. The total number of officeholders was 1,517. 

	States
	Black Members of Congress during Reconstruction.
	Total Black Officeholders during Reconstruction by State. 

	Alabama
	Jeremiah Haralson
James T. Rapier
Benjamin S. Turner
	173

	Arkansas
	
	46

	D.C.
	
	11

	Florida
	Josiah T. Walls
	58

	Georgia
	Jefferson Long
	135

	Louisiana
	Charles E. Nash
	210

	Mississippi
	Blanche K. Bruce 
John R. Lynch
Hiram Revels
	226

	Missouri
	
	1

	North Carolina
	John A. Hyman
	

	South Carolina
	Richard H. Cain
Robert C DeLarge
Robert B. Elliot
Joseph H. Rainey
Alonzo J. Ransier
Robert Smalls
	

	Tennessee
	
	1

	Texas
	
	49

	Virginia
	
	85



1. (Understanding Text) What does this information about African-American politicians tell you about what life was like for African Americans during Reconstruction?



2. (Establishing a Plausible Narrative) How could you use the document to argue blacks were not truly free during Reconstruction? Were truly free?  



Document F - Source: Sidney Andrews quoted in the Joint Report on Reconstruction, 1866. The document above is an excerpt from a report by a Northern white man to the United States government in 1866.  In 1865 the United States government created the Freedmen’s Bureau to help former slaves in Southern states. The Freedmen’s Bureau helped people by providing medical supplies and health care and establishing schools. The creation of schools for former slaves was an important part of Reconstruction. Before the Civil War, Southern states outlawed the teaching of reading and writing to slaves.

Many of the negroes . . . common plantation negroes, and day laborers in the towns and villages, were supporting little schools themselves. Everywhere I found them hoping to get their children into schools. I often noticed that workers in stores and men working in warehouses, and cart drivers on the streets, had spelling books with them, and were studying them during the time they were not working. Go outside any large town in the South, and walk among the negro housing, and you will see children and in many cases grown negroes, sitting in the sun alongside their cabins studying.

1. (Sourcing) Who is the author, his position, and perspective?







2. (Understanding Text) Why do you think education was important to former slaves during Reconstruction? 






3. (Corroboration) How does this description of life for freedmen compare to Document C/Henry Adams’s statement/Document D?







4. (Establishing a Plausible Narrative) How could you use the document to argue blacks were not truly free during Reconstruction? Were truly free?







. 


































Part 2: Organizing the Evidence
Instructions: Use this space and the space on the next page to write your main points and the main points made by the other side. 
Blacks during Reconstruction were free. List the 4 main points/evidence that support this side. You must use/reference a majority of the documents. 
1. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:


2. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:



3. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:



4. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:



Blacks during Reconstruction were not free.  List the 4 main points and evidence that support this side. You must use/reference a majority of the documents. 
1. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:



2. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:


3. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:


4. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:







Part 3: Coming to Consensus
Instructions: Starting now, you may abandon your assigned position and grouping and argue for either side. Use the space below to describe/outline your group’s agreement. Your agreement should address evidence and arguments from both sides previously made. 
	



1. Outline your group number, team letter, and who was in each here at the bottom: 



Unit 13 - Structured Academic Controversy Instructions 
SAC QUESTION: Were Blacks free or not free during Reconstruction?
Team A will argue: Blacks were free during Reconstruction. 
Team B will argue: Blacks were not free during Reconstruction. 
Grouping: People will be split into groups of 4-6 people, and then into teams (Team A and Team B) of 2-3 people each. You will work with your partner(s) on the documents.  
PROCEDURE (Note: Time may be extended or shortened at the teacher’s discretion)
40 minutes 
1. With your teammate, begin Part 1 and read the documents and answer the questions. 
2. Then, begin Part 2 and find four pieces of evidence that support your side after completing the documents. You will outline your four pieces of evidence on the “Organizing the Evidence” section, which is the next page. 
10 minutes
1. Continue Part 2 as Team A presents. BOTH PARTNERS MUST PRESENT! 
2. Team B writes down Team A’s arguments (On the Organizing the Evidence page) and then repeats them back to Team A. 
10 minutes 
1. Team B presents. BOTH PARTNERS MUST PRESENT! 
2. Team A writes down arguments of Team B (On the Organizing the Evidence page) and then repeats them back to Team B. 
10 minutes 
1. Finally, Part 3 begins. Everyone CAN ABANDON their positions. The entire group must develop a consensus.





Timeline

1865 	The Civil War ends.
Republican President Abraham Lincoln is assassinated.
Democrat Andrew Johnson becomes president.
13th Amendment to the Constitution passes.
Congress creates the Freedmen’s Bureau to help freed
men and women transition from slavery.

1866 	Civil Rights Act of 1866 allows African Americans to own
property and to be treated equally in court.
The Ku Klux Klan is founded.

1867 	Radical Republicans take over the United States
government.

1868 	14th Amendment to the Constitution passes.
First African American elected to United States Congress.

1869 	Ulysses S. Grant is elected president.

1870 	15th Amendment to the Constitution passes.

1871 	Congress passes the Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871 in
response to reports of widespread violence in the South.

1872 	The Freedmen’s Bureau ends.

1874 	Democrats take control of the United States Congress.
Radical Republicans are no longer in power.

1877 	Rutherford B. Hayes is elected President and officially
ends Reconstruction. Hayes pulls all remaining Northern
troops out of the Southern states.

