Name: _________________________________

Unit 10 - What motivated “Manifest Destiny”?

Historical Context: United States’ territory expanded dramatically in the 1840s. By the end of that decade, the United States spanned from the Atlantic to the Pacific Coast, and its territory had grown by about a third in less than three years (1845-1848). This growth came from war, international treaties, and annexation of territory. Your job is to figure out why. 

Textbook Account - Source: The Americans, McDougal Littell, 2009.

For a quarter century after the War of 1812, only a few Americans explored the West. Then, in the 1840s, expansion fever gripped the country. Many Americans began to believe that their movement westward was predestined by God. The phrase “manifest destiny” expressed the belief that the United States was ordained to expand to the Pacific Ocean and into Mexican and Native American territory. Many Americans also believed that this destiny was manifest, or obvious and inevitable.

Document A 

Selection One: Source: John O’Sullivan, "The Great Nation of Futurity," published in The
United States Democratic Review, 1839. This is an excerpt from an article written by influential journalist and editor, John O’Sullivan, who first coined the term “manifest destiny.”

We are the nation of progress, of individual freedom, of universal enfranchisement. Our future history will be to establish on earth the moral dignity and salvation of man — the undeniable truth and goodness of God. America has been chosen for this mission among all the nations of the world, which are shut out from the life-giving light of truth. Her high example shall put an end to the tyranny of kings and carry the happy news of peace and good will to millions who now endure an existence hardly better than that of beasts of the field. Who, then, can doubt that our country is destined to be the great nation of the future? 

1. (Understanding Text) What does this document suggest about why America pursued expansion in the 1840s?


2. (Corroboration) Does this document support or refute the textbook account? Explain.


Document B - Source: “Texas Declaration of Independence,” This is an excerpt from the Texas Declaration of Independence of March 2, 1836. It was drafted in only one day by delegates to the Convention of 1836, which had been called by leaders of the revolution to discuss the future of Texas.

When a government has ceased to protect the lives, liberty and property of the people…  it is the right of the people to abolish such government and create another one that will secure their future welfare and happiness.
General Santa Anna has overturned the constitution of his country, and now offers us the cruel option either to abandon our homes or submit to the most intolerable of all tyranny. [Note: Santa Anna had abolished the Mexican constitution in 1835 and had limited the power of states to govern themselves.] The Mexican government has failed to establish any public system of education. . . . It denies us the right of worshipping the Almighty as we want to. . . . It has demanded that we give up our arms, which are essential to our defense. . . . It has invaded our country both by sea and by land, with intent to lay waste our territory, and drive us from our homes. . . . It has encouraged the merciless Indians to massacre the inhabitants of our defenseless frontiers. . . . We, therefore, do hereby resolve and declare, that our political connection with the Mexican nation has forever ended, and that the people of Texas do now constitute a free and independent republic.

Document C - Source: “Alamo Defenders’ Speech” Juan Seguín, a Tejano (Mexican) officer in the Texas army, gave the following speech on April 4, 1837, at the burial site for Texas soldiers killed at the Battle of the Alamo, a famous battle in which the Mexican army overran a fort in San Antonio held by about 200 Texans and killed nearly all inside.

Companions in Arms!! These remains which we have the honor of carrying on our shoulders are those of the brave heroes who died in the Alamo. Yes, my friends, they preferred to die a thousand times rather than submit themselves to the tyrant's yoke... The spirit of liberty appears to be looking out from its elevated throne with its pleasing mien and point to us saying: "There are your brothers, Travis, Bowie, Crockett, and others whose valor places them in the rank of my heroes."... Yes, soldiers and fellow citizens, these are the worthy beings who, by the twists of fate, delivered their bodies to the ferocity of their enemies. I invite you to declare to the entire world, "Texas shall be free and independent or we shall perish in glorious combat."

Round 1: Read Documents B and C and then answer the questions below. 

Document B: 

1. (Sourcing) Who wrote the Texas Declaration of Independence? How might this affect its trustworthiness as evidence for why Texans revolted?




2. (Observe Context) The Texas Declaration of Independence closely mirrors the sentiments and structure of the United States’ Declaration of Independence. Why might the authors have chosen to do this?



3. (Understanding Text) According to Document B, why did Texans revolt against the Mexican government? 



Document C:

1. (Sourcing) Note the author; how trustworthy is this document as evidence of why Texans revolted? Explain.



2. (Observing Context) How does Document B and C connect to the idea of Manifest Destiny? 




3. (Understanding Text) According to Document C, why did Texans revolt? 



4. (Corroboration) Does the evidence in Document C support or contradict the evidence in Document A and B? Explain your reasoning.

Document D - Source: “First Inaugural Address” James K. Polk, President of the U.S., 1845. James K. Polk here in his first address as president gave an overview of his goals for his administration. Herein are his thoughts on why Texas, and the west in general, must be brought under American control. 


…. I regard the question of annexation as belonging exclusively to the United States and Texas. They are independent powers competent to contract, and foreign nations have no right to interfere with them or to take exceptions to their reunion. Foreign powers do not seem to appreciate the true character of our Government. Our Union is a  confederation of independent States, whose policy is peace with each other and all the world. To enlarge its limits is to extend the dominions of peace over additional territories and increasing millions. The world has nothing to fear from military ambition in our Government. While the Chief Magistrate and the popular branch of Congress are elected for short terms by the suffrages of those millions who must in their own persons bear all the burdens and miseries of war, our Government can not be otherwise than pacific. Foreign powers should therefore look on the annexation of Texas to the United States not as the conquest of a nation seeking to extend her dominions by arms and violence, but as the peaceful acquisition of a territory once her own, by adding another member to our confederation, with the consent of that member, thereby diminishing the chances of war and opening to them new and ever-increasing markets for their products.

To Texas the reunion is important, because the strong protecting arm of our Government would be extended over her, and the vast resources of her fertile soil and genial climate would be speedily developed, while the safety of New Orleans and of our whole southwestern frontier against hostile aggression, as well as the interests of the whole Union, would be promoted by it. 

… Nor will it become in a less degree my duty to assert and maintain by all constitutional means the right of the United States to that portion of our territory which lies beyond the Rocky Mountains. Our title to the country of the Oregon is “clear and unquestionable,” and already are our people preparing to perfect that title by occupying it with their wives and children... The world beholds the peaceful triumphs of the industry of our emigrants. To us belongs the duty of protecting them adequately wherever they may be upon our soil. The jurisdiction of our laws and the benefits of our republican institutions should be extended over them in the distant regions which they have selected for their homes. The increasing facilities of intercourse will easily bring the States, of which the formation in that part of our territory can not be long delayed, within the sphere of our federative Union. In the meantime every obligation imposed by treaty or conventional stipulations should be sacredly respected.
1. (Sourcing) Evaluate the perspective of the author and his reliablity/unreliability as a source, particularly on the motivations for Manifest Destiny. 



2. (Understanding Text) Why does Polk believe Texas must be added to the union? Oregon?



3. (Understanding Text) Overall, how does Polk characterize American expansion and its benefits? 



Thesis Statement

Based on the evidence provided in Documents A-D, write a thesis that directly addresses the question: What motivated Manifest Destiny?

Thesis 1:



Document E - Source: “Manchola Letter”. Coahuila y Tejas politician and governor  Rafael Manchola wrote the following about Anglo Americans in an 1826 letter to Stephen F. Austin, at the time one of the major American leaders in Mexican-controlled Texas

We cannot trust the Anglo-American colonists because they are continually demonstrating that they refuse to follow our laws, unless it is convenient for them. We will have many problems if we do not stop their disrespectful behavior by stationing soldiers and a Mexican judge in each settlement. They have been using their own colonists as judges and practicing their own laws, forgetting that they swore to obey the laws of Mexico.

1. (Sourcing) How trustworthy is this as evidence of why Texans revolted? Explain.



2. (Understanding Text) According to Document E, why did Texans revolt?



3. (Corroboration) Does the evidence in Document E affect your thesis? If so, how?


Document F - Source: “Burnet Letter” The following is an excerpt from an 1836 letter written by David G. Burnet, a New Jersey-born leader of the Texan revolution to Senator Henry Clay of the United States.

One general fact may account for all: the utter dissimilarity of character between the two
people, the Texians and the Mexicans. The first are principally Anglo Americans; the others a mongrel race of degenerate Spaniards and Indians more depraved than they.

1. (Sourcing) How trustworthy is this as evidence of why Texans revolted? Explain.



2. (Understanding Text) According to Document F, why did Texans revolt?




3. (Corroboration) Does the evidence in Document F affect your thesis? If so, how?



Document G - Source: “Our Relations with Mexico,” The American Review, 1846. This passage is from an article in The American Review, a publication run by supporters of the Whig Party. The Whigs generally opposed the actions of President James K. Polk, a Democrat, and were against aggressive westward expansion. 

It is manifest to us that the [purpose of the war with Mexico] has been the acquisition of territory. Fifteen hundred miles of territory with several of the richest mines in all Mexico. And if Upper California, with Monterey, and the
fine harbor of San Francisco, could be clutched at the same time, no doubt the President has thought that his administration would be praised as among the most glorious in history. The Constitution has been trampled upon in this business [in Texas and Mexico]. [President Polk] manifests a reckless disregard of Constitutional restraints, and of his own solemn oath, which he leaves far behind him.

1. (Sourcing) Who ran The American Review?


2. (Contextualization) How might the perspective of the people who ran The American Review have influenced the content of this article?


3. (Understanding Text) What does this document suggest about why America pursued expansion in the 1840s?


4. (Understanding Text) What does the article accuse President Polk of having done?


5. (Corroboration) Does this document support or refute the textbook account? Explain.


6. (Corroboration) Does the evidence in Document G affect your thesis? If so, how? 


Document H - Source: Theodore Parker, A Sermon on the Mexican War, 1848. This is an excerpt from a sermon delivered at a Congregationalist church in Boston by Theodore Parker, an influential abolitionist and minister, in 1848.

We treated Mexico contemptuously before hostilities began. [We] sent an army to invade her soil, to capture her cities, and seize her territory. It has been a war of plunder, undertaken for the purpose of seizing Mexican territory and extending [slavery over the territory]. It was not enough to have Louisiana a slave territory; not enough to make that institution perpetual in Florida; not enough to extend this blight over Texas—we must have yet more slave soil, one day to be carved into slave states. ... The war was unjust at its beginning; mean in its motives, a war without honorable cause, a quarrel between a great boy and a little puny weakling who could not walk alone and could hardly stand... Our contest has been like the English seizure of Ireland. All the Justice was on one side—the
force, skill, and wealth on the other.

1. (Sourcing) Who created this document?


2. (Contextualization) How might the author’s background have influenced the content of the document?



3. (Understanding Text) What does this document suggest about why America pursued expansion in the 1840s?



4. (Corroboration) Does this document support or refute the textbook account? Explain.



5. (Corroboration) Does the evidence in this document affect your thesis? If so, how?


Revised Thesis Statement:

Based on all the available evidence, revise your thesis statement to answer the
question: What motivated “Manifest Destiny”?

Revised Thesis: 






Name: _______________________________
       	                           Group:         Team:

Unit 3 - Structured Academic Controversy Instructions 
SAC QUESTION: Was Manifest Destiny primarily motivated by protecting life & liberty or motivated by acquiring new territories/wealth and ethnic division?
Team A will argue: Manifest Destiny was motivated by protecting life & liberty. 
Team B will argue: Manifest Destiny was motivated by acquiring new territories/wealth and ethnic division. 
Grouping: People will be split into groups of 4-6 people, and then into teams (Team A and Team B) of 2-3 people each. You will work with your partner(s) on the documents.  
PROCEDURE (Note: Time may be extended or shortened at the teacher’s discretion)
40 minutes 
1. With your teammate, begin Part 1 and read the documents and answer the questions. 
2. Then, begin Part 2 and find four pieces of evidence that support your side after completing the documents. You will outline your four pieces of evidence on the “Organizing the Evidence” section, which is the next page. 
10 minutes
1. Continue Part 2 as Team A presents. BOTH PARTNERS MUST PRESENT! 
2. Team B writes down Team A’s arguments (On the Organizing the Evidence page) and then repeats them back to Team A. 
10 minutes 
1. Team B presents. BOTH PARTNERS MUST PRESENT! 
2. Team A writes down arguments of Team B (On the Organizing the Evidence page) and then repeats them back to Team B. 
10 minutes 
1. Finally, Part 3 begins. Everyone CAN ABANDON their positions. The entire group must develop a consensus.


Part 2: Organizing the Evidence
Instructions: Use this space and the space on the next page to write your main points and the main points made by the other side. 
Manifest Destiny was motivated by life & liberty. List the 4 main points/evidence that support this side. You must use/reference a majority of the documents. 
1. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:


2. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:



3. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:



4. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:



Manifest Destiny was motivated by acquiring territories/wealth & ethnic division.  List the 4 main points and evidence that support this side. You must use/reference a majority of the documents. 
1. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:



2. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:


3. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:


4. From Document _______:
	Point:
Evidence:







Part 3: Coming to Consensus
Instructions: Starting now, you may abandon your assigned position and grouping and argue for either side. Use the space below to describe/outline your group’s agreement. Your agreement should address evidence and arguments from both sides previously made. 
	



1. Outline your group number, team letter, and who was in each here at the bottom: 


